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Creating Inclusive Early Learning Groups: 
Supporting Early Learners with Special Needs

Tara Maltby, M.Ed.

Special Education Service Agency/
Alaska Autism Resource Center

Agenda

• Social Supports for Inclusion

• Visual Supports

• Communication Supports

• Physical Structure of Environment

• Making Instruction Meaningful

Peer Supports
Video example of how to include learners with ASD and related disabilities into 
activities- What supports did you see?  Why were they successful? What 
accodmodations could you use to make these interventions successful in your 
environment?
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Alaska Social Skills Cards

Alaska Social Skills Cards

Alaska Social Skills Cards

See Center on the Social 
and Emotional 
Foundations for Early 
Learning (CSEFEL) 
website for lesson ideas 
and video examples

http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/index.html

http://sesa.org/content/guiding-and-investing-new-special-educators

Additional information and 
supports can be found at 

http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/index.html
http://sesa.org/content/guiding-and-investing-new-special-educators
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Social Stories

Social Stories
Social Story E

xam
ple



1/21/19

4

Read About It

Learner is shown a videotape of a model performing a target 
behavior or completing  a desired task.

•Model may be teacher, peer, parent, actor, or 
even the learner
• Learner is shown the entire videotape prior 

to each teaching session
•After viewing entire videotape, learned 

provided opportunity to perform the 
behavior or task

Video Modeling

Learner is shown a videotape of a model performing a target 
behavior or completing  a desired task.

•Model may be teacher, peer, parent, actor, or 
even the learner
• Breaks the videotape into segments or clips
• Learner is shown one step (clip) at a time
•After each clip, the learner performs that one 

step

Video Prompting
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Videotaped Self Modeling
(VSM)

• Learner is videotaped while being 
taught a sequence of  task 

• Edit tape to remove all prompts and 
mistakes by learner

• Positive self-review 

• Fast feed-forward

www.iidc.indiana.edu/IRCA/SocialLeisure/socialskillstraining.html

Select Target Behavior

Getting the Right Equipment

Writing a Script or Developing a Task Analysis

Obtaining Baseline

Making the Instructional video

Arranging Teaching Environment

Presenting Video Models or Video Prompts

Monitor Progress & Troubleshoot

Fade

Tips for Video Modeling

Visual Supports

Lets get Visual!! Schedules, Cue Cards, Power Cards
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What is happening
and when.

Schedules
• Communicate classroom and individual activites in a way that is 

meaningful to the student.

• Many students are able to transition through the different activities of  
their day more successfully if  they know what is happening and what is 
coming next.

• Increase student independence.

• Are designed for each individual student.

• Types of  schedules include:
• object schedules
• picture schedules
• line drawing schedules
• picture & word schedules
• written schedules
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First   /   Then…

Object Schedule Examples



1/21/19

8

Picture Schedule Examples

Line Drawing Schedule Examples

Picture & Word Schedule 
Examples
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Written Schedule Examples

Cue Cards

• Support appropriate behavior in different 
environments and activities

• Show individual what behavior is expected 

• Provide strategies to demonstrate appropriate 
behavior

Cue Card Examples
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Cue Card Examples

Gagnon, E., (2006). Power cards: Using special interest to 
motivate children and youth with asperger syndrome and 
autism. Shawnee Mission KS. ,Autism Asperger Publishing 
Co.

Pick a Hero or Special Interest

Serves as motivator

Non-threatening

Capitalizes on the “relationship”
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Power Card
small picture, solutions to problem 

(3-5 steps)

Brief Scenario:

Hero successfully attempts           
solution 

Encourage student to try (3-5)

Components of  a P.C.

Identify behavior/situation

Identify child’s special interest

Determine reason/trigger of behavior

Collect baseline data

Write scenario & Power Card

Introduce Power Card

Collect data &modify if needed

Student needs determines length of use

Scenario
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POWER CARD

Support Communication 
Needs

Functional Communication is the 
Key

What makes communication 
functional?

• Is it socially acceptable?
• Is it effective?
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Communication Board

(LASARD, 2008)

Vocabulary Relevant To The Situation

(LASARD, 2008)

For the last time, what is 
your lunch number?
And do you want  

chocolate or white milk???

Those kids should just eat 
in their classroom. They 

don’t even know what they 
want to drink?



1/21/19

14

What is your lunch 
number? 

Do you want  
chocolate or white 

milk?

(LASARD, 2008)

PECS Book

Communication Devices
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Visual Structure of  the 
Environment

What does it look like in the classroom?

Visual Structure

• Visual structure is a way of setting up tasks and activities 
in a visually explicit manner.

• All activties, tasks, and routines can be visually 
structured to facilitate student understanding, 
engagement, independence, and learning.

• Common classroom activites that should be visually 
structured include:
• group activities

• independent work tasks

• functional skill activities

Visual Structure: Group Activities
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Visual Structure: Group Activities

Visual Structure: Independent 
Work

Visual Structure:Functional Skills
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Make Activities Accessible

Support Needs

• Adapted Materials

• Adapted Instruction

• Different Levels of Participation

• Parallel Activity

• Personal Assistance

June Downing: Accessing the Core Curriculum for 
Students with Significant Disabilities 9/22/06

• What is the purpose of the activity for the majority of the 
students?

• What part/aspect of the activity has meaning for the 
student?

• Can materials/instruction be adapted to highlight the 
activity?

• Can all students engage in the same activity, but for 
different purposes?

June Downing: Accessing the Core Curriculum for 
Students with Significant Disabilities 9/22/06

Analyzing an Activity for Including 
Everyone
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What is the purpose of the activity 
for the majority of the students?

• Activity: Tracing the letters of the alphabet

• Purpose: 1. To learn the letters of the alphabet or 2. To improve 
handwriting

• Adaptation/Accommodation: Depends on the purpose
• Purpose #1 – Type letters or put magnetic letters in order

• Purpose #2 – Reduce the amount of  letters to trace and/or provide 
breaks

• Activity: Tracing the letters of the alphabet

• Purpose: 1. To learn the letters of the alphabet or 2. To improve 
handwriting

• Adaptation/Accommodation: Depends on the purpose
• Purpose #1 – I am working for…

• Purpose #2 – Trace the letters in their name beside their picture

What part/aspect of the activity has 
meaning for the student?

• Activity: Story Time

• Purpose: 1. To listen to a story being read and answer 
comprehension question

• Adaptation/Accommodation:
• Adaptation #1 – Provide communication board 

• Adaptation #2 – Use manipulatives and/or adapted books to keep 
the student engaged

Can materials/instruction be adapted to 
highlight the activity?
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• Activity: Story Time

• Purpose: 1. To listen to a story being read and answer 
comprehension question

• Alternate purpose:
• Purpose #1 – Respond to questions using a communication board 

• Purpose #2 – Sit in a designated space for 2 minutes

Can all students engage in the same 
activity, but for different purposes?

In Summary

• All students are capable learning!

• Use peers to teach communication and appropriate 
behaviors.

• Use visuals to support behavior, communication, 
and participation!

• Have Fun!!!

Questions??????
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907-334-1331

Thank You


