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Local Alaskan Affiliates

Anchorage AEYC 
E-mail:  anchorageaeyc@mtaonline.net  

Website:  www.anchorageaeyc.org  

Northern Interior Alaska AEYC  (NIA-AEYC) 

Website:  www.niaaeyc.org   

Email: niaaeyc@gmail.com  

Southeast AEYC 

E-mail:  info@aeyc-sea.org  

Website:  www.aeyc-sea.org 

You may not know it, but if you are a member of Anchorage AEYC 
you are a member of NAEYC & Anchorage AEYC 

ince 1971, Anchorage AEYC has worked to: 

Support Excellent Early Education 
 Accreditation
 Position Statements
 Professional Development

Promote Public 
Support & Policies 
 Advocacy
 Outreach
 Public Awareness

Build a Profession 
 Inclusive
 Leadership Development
 Standards
 Equitable Compensation

Improve Teaching & Learning 
 Professional Preparation
 Research
 Resources

National 

National Association for the Education of Young Children 

(NAEYC) 

PO Box 97156 

Washington, DC  20090 

Website:  

www.naeyc.org  



A new NAEYC
for an even better you!
We’re working harder than ever to provide 
you with more than ever. Have you heard 
about our set of brand-new membership 
categories and benefits?

Whether you’re new to the field, a seasoned 
veteran, a student, PhD, or somewhere in 
between, there is a place for YOU at NAEYC!

Entry Level Membership $30:
Your digitally based introduction

Standard Membership $69:
Unparalleled content and benefits

Premium Membership $150:
The best value, the ultimate 
NAEYC experience

Family Membership $35:
For families and advocates of 
young children

Interested in purchasing memberships for your team?  
Contact us at groupmembership@NAEYC.org to learn more 
about the benefits of a group membership purchase.

NEW! 

Visit
NAEYC.org/
membership
to join today.

Membership_FinalProgram.indd   1 11/30/17   2:06 PM
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www.naeyc.org/membership 

2017-18 Anchorage AEYC  
Board of Directors

President:  Wade Bertrand 

Secretary:  Rachel Ragula 

Treasurer:  Tracey Breimo 

Member Coordinator:  Cecilia Harmon 

Members at Large:  Brandy Graham 

Public Policy:  Margaret Bauer 

Liaisons:  Thread—Mildred Parker 

For Information on Anchorage AEYC & Services: 

Phone:  907-696-5884 

E-mail:  anchorageaeyc@mtaonline.net 

Website:  www.anchorageaeyc.org 

Facebook:  Facebook.com/AnchorageAEYC 

President Elect:  Rachel Ragula 

Program Quality:  Anna Castillo 

Professional Development:  Issa Camahuali 

Volunteer Conference  
Committee Members 

Conference Chairs:   
Rachel Ragula & Jane Parkhurst 

Committee Members: 
Issa Camahuali 
Anna Castillo 

Brandy Graham 
Kayla Hayes 
Cassie Hulse 

Neva Lancaster 
Bonnie Monson 
Mildred Parker 

Conference Coordinators: 
C&C Services 

Cecilia Harmon & Christie Holshouser 

About Us 

The Anchorage Association for the Education of Young Children 
(AAEYC or Anchorage AEYC) is a professional membership  
organization that works to promote high-quality early learning  
for all young children, birth through age 8, by connecting early 
childhood practice, policy, and research. We advance a diverse, 
dynamic early childhood profession and support all who care for, 
educate, and work on behalf of young children.  

Anchorage AEYC is an affiliate of the National Association for  
the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).  In Alaska, there are 
three local affiliates—AAEYC (Anchorage AEYC), SEAAEYC 
(Southeast AEYC) and NIAAEYC (Northern Interior AEYC). 

Discover the NAEYC Experience 

Get connected and discover what the new NAEYC can do for YOU!   
Joining NAEYC and your local affiliate (AAEYC, SEAAEYC, NIAAEYC) is 
about more than just a membership card—it’s about being part of 
something larger.  It’s an experience. 

During the 2018 AAEYC Annual Conference, stop by the AAEYC  
Membership Room (Dillingham) where AAEYC Board & Committee 
members will be available to answer any questions you may have       
and discuss how you can get the most from your new and improved 
membership experience. 

Whether you want to learn more about play, take on a leadership role, 
dive into public policy and advocacy, advance your career through  
professional development, or connect with NAEYC’s new digital Interest 
Forum platform, Hello, we will be available to discuss how NAEYC can 
help you advance your professional goals.  We can walk you through the 
suite of membership benefits, including subscriptions to award-winning 
journals and publications, discounts as a member you will receive and 
much more!  Stop by and say hello. 
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Big or Small, Success for ALL:  Supporting the Leaders of Tomorrow 
at Anchorage AEYC’s Annual Conference 

Celebrating 37 years of bringing dynamic professional development, keynotes & featured speakers to Alaska. 

The Anchorage Association for the Education of Young Children Board (Anchorage AEYC) and Anchorage AEYC Conference 
Committee would like to welcome you to the 2018 Anchorage AEYC Early Childhood Conference, “Big or Small, Success for All: 
Supporting the Leaders of Tomorrow” in Anchorage Alaska. Anchorage AEYC Early Childhood Conference is focused on support-
ing the development of the professionals who undertake to educate our youth. This is an exciting opportunity to network with 
other professionals, share experiences, and develop new professional skills. This is Anchorage AEYC’s 37th annual Early Childhood 
Conference, and we are excited that you are here to be a part of it. 

The three day conference will be the perfect time to attend sessions offered by distinguished keynote speakers and other early 
childhood professionals. We hope the conference will be an enriching experience to allow you to come away with new ideas and 
renew the passion for the work you are doing.  You will be making new connections and learning strategies to help you with the 
everyday challenges of being an educator and allow you to share some of the strategies that work for you. 

As a conference attendee you don’t want to miss: 

 The opening keynote by Jill Bella, Friday’s keynote by Susan MacDonald and new this year on Saturday our Closing Ceremony
& Keynote by Susan MacDonald where we will be showcasing YOUR Success. For more info see pages 6-8. 

 Anchorage AEYC will host a NAEYC members lounge.  Members are able to learn what’s new at NAEYC (new membership
rates), grab snacks, have access to special giveaways, and chat with Anchorage AEYC Board & Committee members.  We look 
forward to seeing you there. 

 Help support the Anchorage AEYC Early Childhood Scholarship Fund by:
* Attending the Painting Night Event, Friday, January 26th, 5:00-7:00 pm  Cost $30
* Shopping the Silent Auction which will take place each day of the conference.

 The latest resources displayed by our Exhibitors—located upstairs outside of the ballrooms.

The Anchorage AEYC Board and Conference Committee are looking for professionals in the field who are interested in serving on 
our board and committees. Please stop by the Anchorage AEYC Membership room to talk to a board or committee member or 
send an e-mail to anchorageaeyc@mtaonline.net to see how you can get involved!  We also value the feedback that you provide on 
the Conference Evaluation Questionnaire. This questionnaire is sent to you electronically based on the e-mail address provided 
during registration.  Please let us know of any improvements or suggestions that might help make this Early Childhood Conference 
a MUST to attend!  

We applaud the work you do for the children and families in your community, and thank you for the effort you're putting forth to 
support the “Leaders of Tomorrow”.  

Sincerely, 
Jane Parkhurst & Rachel Ragula 
Anchorage AEYC Conference Chairs 
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Anchorage AEYC promotes high-quality early learning for 
all children, birth through age 8, by connecting practice, 

policy and research.  We advance a diverse, dynamic early 
childhood profession and support all who care for, educate, 

and work on behalf of young children. 

2018 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Wednesday, January 24,  2018 

6:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m. Registration 

6:30 a.m.—7:30 a.m. Volunteer/Host Class 

Thursday, January 25, 2018 

7:30 a.m.—5:30 p.m. Registration 

8:00 a.m.—9:30 a.m. General Session & Keynote: Jill Bella 

9:45 a.m.-11:45 a.m.  Seminar Session 

11:45 a.m.—1:15 p.m. Lunch on site 

1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Workshop Session 

3:15 p.m.—4:45 p.m. Workshop Session 

5:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. Continuing Education Credit Class &  
Registration  

Friday, January 26, 2018 

7:30 a.m.—5:30 p.m. Registration 

8:00 a.m.—9:30 a.m. General Session & Keynote: 
     Susan MacDonald 

9:45 a.m.-11:45 a.m.  Seminar Session 

11:45 a.m.—1:15 p.m. Lunch on your own 

1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Workshop Session 

3:15 p.m.—4:45 p.m. Workshop Session 

5:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. Painting Party, Chart Room, Fundraiser for 
AAEYC      $30 Additional Charge 

6:00 p.m.-7:45 p.m.  Continuing Education Class Wrap Up 

Saturday, January 27, 2018      New Schedule!  

7:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. Registration 

8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.  Seminar Session 

10:15 a.m.—12:15 p.m. Seminar Session 

12:15 p.m.—1:15 p.m. Lunch on site 

1:15 p.m.—4:30 p.m. Closing Celebration, Awards & Keynote:  
     Susan MacDonald 

4:45 p.m.—6:00 p.m. UAA EC Education Reception, 
     Mt. McKinley Suite, Anch Tower 2261 

Sponsoring Partners 

Anchorage AEYC Board of Directors and Conference 
Committee members thank the partnering conference 
sponsors in recognition of their generous financial  
support of this event.  Please let them know how  
much their support means to Alaska’s children, families,  
communities and you as an educator. 

Anchorage Association 
for the Education of 
Young Children  
www.anchorageaeyc.org  

State of Alaska Education & Early 
Development 
www.education.alaska.gov   

Alaska Department of Health and  
Social Services, Obesity Prevention and 
Control Program  
www.hss.state.ak.us/dph/chronic/obesity 

Kaplan Early Learning Company 
www.kaplanco.com  

Lakeshore 
www.lakeshorelearning.com 

The Alaska Mental Health Trust 
Authority 
www.mhtrust.org   

Providence Hospital 
www.alaska.providence.org  

Best Beginnings 
www.bestbeginningsalaska.org   

thread 
www.threadalaska.org   

The University of Alaska College 
Savings Plan 
www.UACollegeSavings.com  
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 Conference Highlights 

Keynote & Featured Speakers 

Friday,  January 26th  Thursday, January 25th 
Keynote:  Passion & Engagement:  

The  Key to Creating Vibrant  
Learning Communities 

8:00 am-9:30 am     General Session &  
  Keynote 

Susan MacDonald is the founder of Inspiring New Perspec-
tives, a consultancy focused on empowering education leaders 
to create programs that deeply respect and nurture the possi-
bilities that lie within each child, parent, and teacher. 

A professional speaker and instructor on education improve-
ment issues, she has been developing and delivering inspira-
tional courses and workshops for over twenty-five years.  She 
has combined her knowledge of early childhood quality stand-
ards with her unique professional background to create a high-
er quality of engaging and motivational presentations. 

Susan’s background includes directing a Reggio-inspired pre-
school program, serving as a licensing supervisor for the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, and teaching at Lesley University, 
Wheelock College, and the Center for School Transformation.  
She holds a Master’s degree in Instructional Design as well as 
professional coach certifications through the Institute for Pro-
fessional Excellence in Coaching, the Center for School Trans-
formation’s Evocative Coaching program, and the Minds at 
Work Immunity to Change program.  She applies all of this and 
her extensive experience to deliver training that empowers 
educational leaders to drive change in their organizations. 

Susan is the author of Inspiring Early Childhood Leadership:  
Eight Strategies to Ignite Passion and Transform Program  
Quality, which is published through Gryphon House.   

Immediately after the keynote (9:45-11:45) Susan will present:  
Finding the Spark:  Bringing Passion & Intentionality into the 
Planning Process.  

Susan is also the keynote Making an Impact– Key Strategies & 
Inspirational Stories to Guide Your Leadership Journey at the 
Saturday closing session.  

Brought  
to you by: 

Keynote: Forward Thinking:  The Role of 
Leadership in Changing the 
Landscape of Early Childhood 

8:00 am-9:30 am    General Session &  
   Keynote 

Jill Bella, Ed.D., is Director of Professional Learning for the 
McCormick Center for Early Childhood Leadership and Assis-
tant Professor of Early Childhood Education at National Louis 
University (NLU). In these roles she oversees professional 
learning, conducts research, and consults for local and state 
initiatives on the Early Childhood Work Environment Survey 
(ECWES), the Program Administration Scale (PAS), the Busi-
ness Administration for Family Child Care (BAS) and leadership 
topics in early care and education. Dr. Bella is a national relia-
bility anchor for the PAS and BAS. She holds a doctorate de-
gree in Adult and Continuing Education from NLU. Dr. Bella 
also has both a master’s degree in special education/early in-
tervention and a bachelor’s degree in child development from 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Prior to joining 
the Center, she worked at several child care centers and Akron 
Children’s Hospital as an early intervention specialist and train-
ing associate. Dr. Bella’s interests include organizational cli-
mate, advocacy for the early childhood workforce, systems 
thinking, and early childhood leadership. She is co-author of A 
Great Place to Work, Inspiring Peak Performance, Zoom: The 
Impact of Early Childhood Leadership Training on Role Percep-
tions, Job Performance, and Career Decisions, and several 
Trainer’s Guides. 

Jill will be presenting a full day session on Friday:  A Great 
Place to Work:  Creating a Healthy Organizational Climate. 

Brought to you by: 

Download your 
Conference photos! 

Stay connected,  
share photos and  
status updates. 

#aaeyc2018conference 
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 Conference Highlights 

Featured Speakers  

Friday & Saturday,  
           January 26th & 27th  

Roberta Recken & DyLynn Robertson are trainers for the Harvest for Healthy Kids Program.  Roberta is  
the Site Manager at Mt Hood Community  College Early Head Start Child Care Partnerships in Portland, 
OR and is a Project   Coordinator for the Oregon Association for the Education of Young Children.      
DyLynn is the Education Specialist at Mt. Hood Community College EHSCCP.  The Harvest for Healthy 
Kids Program was developed by Portland State University School of Public Health.   

Harvest for Healthy Kids helps children develop healthy eating habits. The program connects young children with fresh food grown 
close to home through activity kits that teach science, math and literacy. Each kit is developed and tested by teachers and childcare 
providers, and includes hands-on activities with different fruits and vegetables, colorful picture cards, newsletters for families and 
background information for adults. All Harvest for Healthy Kids activities are aligned with early learning standards and have been 
rigorously evaluated.  The University of Alaska Fairbanks worked with Portland State University to develop some kits specifically on 
fruits and vegetables found in Alaska, so it’s very relevant to our audience.   

Roberta & Dylynn will be presenting: 
Cultivating Veggie Love in Young Children with the Alaska Farm to School/Preschool Program 

9:45-11:45  Friday  
Harvest for Healthy Kids:  A Farm to Preschool Curriculum 

1:30-4:45 Friday and repeated 8:00-10:00 Saturday 

Brought to you by: 

Celebration, Keynote and Awards 

Making an Impact—Key Strategies and Inspirational Stories  
to Guide Your Leadership Journey!   

   - Keynote by Susan MacDonald 

Saturday,  January 27th       
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General Sessions 
All General Sessions will be in the      
Aleutian/Alaska Ballrooms. 

Conference Identification 
Please wear your conference name badge 
for admission to all workshop sessions, 
exhibits and special events. 

Meals 
A breakfast snack with coffee is available 
each morning 7:30-8:00 am.  Lunch on 
Thursday and Saturday are included in 
your conference registration.  Your name-
tag is your ticket for the luncheons.   

The Anchorage AEYC Early  
Childhood Conference strives to: 
 Provide educational opportunities and  

 resources to those who work with and   
 on behalf of young children and       
 families. 

 Promote inclusive attitudes and    
 practices and to support awareness of     

     diversity issues. 
 Support partnerships, networking and 

 collaboration between educators,  
 families, providers, schools, agencies  
 and the community.   

 Provide an engaging high quality  
 learning experience with sessions  
 designed for professionals who are 
 emerging; established and      
 experienced. 

Program Changes 
Workshop changes 
and cancellations     
will be posted at the Registration Table.  
Please check for updates throughout the 
conference.  While we make every effort 
to minimize these changes, they are una-
voidable, and we ask for your understand-
ing. 

Emergency/Safety 
Should an emergency arise during the 
course of the conference, we will utilize 
the approved plan in place at the Hilton 
Anchorage for security, evacuation and 
medical purposes. 

Conference Tracks 
Conference tracks have been identified 
to assist you in identifying sessions most 
pertinent to your professional needs or 
work.  Sessions are categorized by their 
most dominant theme and tracks are 
organized around the ten standards for 
quality programs as identified by 
NAEYC.   

They include: 
 Relationships
 Curriculum
 Teaching
 Assessment
 Nutrition and Health
 Teaching Staff
 Family Relationships
 Community Relationships &               

   Collaborations 
 Physical Environment
 Management

Workshop Titles & Descriptions 
Workshop titles & descriptions are 
written by the workshop presenters.  
Therefore, they should reflect the 
content of the session. 

While Anchorage AEYC entertains and 
accepts  differences of opinion, we do 
not necessarily endorse the products or 
views expressed by speakers.  Anchor-
age AEYC urges conferees to contact 
individual exhibitors and/or presenters 
about any concerns and objections they 
may have about products, services, or 
practices.  The Association also encour-
ages that conferees extend their compli-
ments to presenters/and or exhibitors 
whom they feel have provided a product 
or presentation of exceptional quality. 

No person shall, on the grounds of race, 
creed, color, national origin, sex, sexual 
orientation, marital status or the 
presence of any sensory, mental or 
physical handicap, unlawfully be 
excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be otherwise 
subjected to discrimination under any 
activities performed pursuant to the 
conference or as an Anchorage  AEYC 
member. 

Parking 
Parking is limited downtown.   

Hotel Parking 

Overnight Valet for Hotel Guests is 
available for $24.00 per day. 
Day only Valet parking for attendees is 
available for $16.00 per day. 

Parking charges for guests can be post-
ed to your guest room folio and paid at 
the end of your stay. 

Overflow Parking 
Lot 12 located at the corner of  
E St. and 3rd Ave.   

Parking is available at Lot 12 (The Satur-
day Market Lot) for $1.00 per hour and 
can be paid for at the parking kiosk lo-
cated in the parking lot.   

All parking for both the Hilton Valet and 
Lot 12 are based upon first come first 
serve basis and subject to availability.  

Workshop Capacity 
Facility Capacity 
We offer a large selection of workshops 
with plenty of seating during each time 
slot.  Seating for all sessions is on a first 
come, first serve basis.  Seating may be 
limited due to the desire of the present-
er, content of the session and size of the 
room.  Because of this, we suggest se-
lecting two or three workshops per ses-
sion in the event your first choice is full. 
Workshop Volunteers/Host will monitor 
seating capacity and deny entrance once 
a room reaches maximum capacity.  
Please honor the Closed Session signs.  
In compliance with fire code regulations 
set forth by the Municipality of Anchor-
age, overflow seating on the floor or in 
the aisles of meeting rooms or hallways 
is not permitted.  Remember this is for 
your safety as well as everyone else. We 
apologize for any lost opportunity.   
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Conference Etiquette 
With an average of 600 attendees, a  
successful Anchorage AEYC Annual  
Conference requires that we extend pro-
fessionalism and courtesy to one another.  
The following tips may make for a more 
pleasant learning environment for all: 

 Use this Program to plan your schedule. 

 Select an alternate in the event of session 
being at capacity or a cancelation.  Conference 
Volunteers must close a workshop when all 
chairs are occupied (full capacity) to conform 
to fire code regulations. 

 Arrive early, but do not block other 
participants exiting a meeting room. 

 Participants are encouraged to share materials 
(especially folks from the same program) and 
to refrain from taking more than one copy of 
handouts (even of the best ideas!). 

 Turn off or silence all cell phones. 

 If it is necessary to leave a session early, or 
arrive late, make the interruption as non  
disruptive as possible. 

 It’s wonderful to catch up with our colleagues 
but please not while speakers are addressing 
the group.  Others are trying to hear what is 
being said.   

 We know that infants may need to stay
close to their mothers.  If your baby becomes 
inconsolable, we ask you to respect the needs 
of others and to go to a quiet area  to relax 
until your infant is settled.   

 Bring business cards for networking and re-
questing materials from presenters. 

 Extend to others the courtesy you would like 
to experience.  

Dress Code 
Temperatures will vary greatly from room 
to room. No matter what, meeting rooms 
are always too cold for some and too 
warm for others.  You are strongly encour-
aged to dress comfortably and in layers to 
accommodate the sometimes fluctuating 
facility temperature and your personal 
thermostats. 

Electronic Devices 
In order to provide a 
positive learning  
environment for  
participants and as a  
courtesy to speakers, all cellular and  
paging devices will need to be set on  
the silent mode or turned off during the 
conference. 

Continuing Education Class  
ECD A 591 101:   1 Credit 
AAEYC CONFERENCE 2018 

University of Alaska announces a  
Continuing Education Credit class:  
AAEYC Conference 2018 

Where:     Prince William Board Rm 
When:     January 25-27, 2018 
Cost:     $74.00 in addition to 

Conference registration fee 

Course Requirements: 
1. Attend face to face meeting on 

 Thursday, January 25th from 
5:30 – 7:30 pm 

A.  Administrative – Register   
      and pay for course ($74) 

B.  Introductions 
C.  Explanation of course requirements 

2. Attend face to face meeting on
  Friday, January 26th from  4:45 – 6:15 pm 

A.  Reflection – Share, show  
    and tell 

3. Documentation of at least 15 contact hours
 through AAEYC conference – submit copy of 
 conference certificate (= at least two full days of
 conference and our two face to face meetings); 

4. Write a brief summary of each session attended,
to include key notes; 

5.  Write an in-depth summary of one session that is 
 at least one page in length and includes: 

A.   The key message(s) you took from the  
      session 

B.   Relate how the Alaska Early Learning   
  Guidelines fits with the content of   

      the session.  
C.  At least one idea that stood out to you  

 from the session and how you can   
      apply it to your program 

    D.  Any additional resources  you may need  
  to learn more or to assist you to apply  
  the new idea. 

Alaska Early Learning Guidelines can be 
found at:  www.eed.state.ak.us/
publications/EarlyLearningGuidelines.pdf 

$74 Registration fee is paid directly to 
UAA either online or at the class on  
Thursday, January 25th.    
On-site Registration will be at the  
Thursday Evening Class Session or you 
may register online.  For additional  
information,  e-mail Cassie Hulse, class 
instructor, at chulse@threadalaska.org, 
(907) 265-3114. or visit:  
www.anchorageaeyc.org. 

Credit Course Disclaimer 
Conference registration does NOT    
include credit  courses.  The credit 
course registration fee is $74 and must 
be paid on Thursday during the class or 
call for student enrollment assistance 
(Sally or Katie) at 786-1934 or toll-free 1-
888-828-8974.  Payments can be made 
by credit card or check (payable to 
UAA).  UAA is an EQ/AA employer and 
educational institution. 

Certificates of Participation 
Each conference attendee has a     
Certificate of Participation in their     
conference folder.  A total of 19.5 hours 
(6.5 per day) can be earned should you 
attend all sessions on Thursday/Friday/
Saturday of the conference (including 
the keynote addresses).  Credit for at-
tending is granted through the issuance 
of session stickers (labels).  At the con-
clusion of each session you attend, the 
presenter (or volunteer) will give you a 
label.  You will need to place this label in 
the corresponding box on your Certifi-
cate of Participation.  This certificate 
becomes your proof of attendance as no 
other documentation will be provided.   

CDA Professional Development 
Track 
thread is providing a training 
tract for individuals interested in 

achieving formal clock hours towards a 
Child Development Associate (CDA) 
credential.  In order to  receive CDA 
credit, participants must attend the en-
tire session and  complete a retrospec-
tive evaluation.  For more information 
about the CDA, available training or ad-
vising please call thread's main line (907) 
265-3100 or visit www.threadalaska.org.  

TR, PDR & SEED Information 
For information on: 
Travel Reimbursement (TR) or  
Professional Development  
Reimbursement (PDR) and SEED  
Registry applications visit: 
www.threadalaka.org or call: 
907-265-3194 or toll-free: 
1-855-265-7333 or  
E-mail:  info@seedalaska.org  
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The Anchorage AEYC Scholarships are offered 
quarterly to assist early childhood educators and 
providers who are pursuing a degree or certificate 
in Early Childhood in the state of Alaska as well as 
to providers who wish to attend any early child-
hood conference either in Alaska or out of state.  
Applications for the Anchorage AEYC  Early Child-
hood Education Scholarship are available now on 
the Anchorage AEYC website:  
www.anchorageaeyc.org     

Funds from the Silent Auction support this scholarship.  There will 
be items in the Silent Auction for you to bid on each day of the 
conference as well as items that are bid on until Saturday.    

The Early Childhood Education Scholarship began in honor of the 
late Ms. Lare’, a long time public policy advocate on behalf of 
young children, their families and the individuals who worked with 
them on a daily basis.  She was a past Anchorage AEYC board 
president & member of the board of directors, member on many 
NAEYC committees, chair of the Anchorage AEYC conference 
committee, a mover and shaker for KidPack, sat on the Child Care 
Alliance committee and a strong supporter of Head Start.  

Ms. Lare’ 

Congratulations 2017 Scholarship Recipient:  

Rachel Ragula 

This past July 12th-15th I had the wonderful 
opportunity to attend the Western States 
Leadership Conference for the National 
Association for the Education of Young 
Children, in Tucson, Arizona.  This was thanks to the An-
chorage AEYC scholarship that covered my airfare, and 
registration.  I had the chance to meet with some of the 
NAEYC staff and get firsthand information about things 
that are happening in early childhood education, and what 
NAEYC is doing to support the challenges educators are 
facing in their classrooms.  I was able to develop leader-
ship skills I can use to support my role on the Anchorage 
AEYC board and connect with other early childhood lead-
ers.  This was a unique experience that allowed me to 
meet others and find new ideas and resources.  

The Anchorage AEYC Early Childhood Scholarship applications are due:  
 December 31st, March 31st, June 30th & September 30th. 

Selection criteria includes:    Successful completion of the application, transcripts, resume, two letters of recommendation,  
   interview, and current membership in Anchorage AEYC. 

The Anchorage AEYC Early Childhood Scholarship can be downloaded from the Anchorage AEYC website: 

www.anchorageaeyc.org  

UAA Early Childhood Educa on Recep on 

Mt McKinley Suite (Anchorage Tower, Room 2261) 
Thursday, January 25

4:45 – 6:00 pm 

Come join the UAA Early Childhood Educa on faculty  
for a small recep on to celebrate our early childhood community. 

Alumni, community partners, prospec ve students or other please join us!  

Beverages and light snacks will be provided. 
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THURSDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Thursday, January 25th   9:45-4:45 

Leadership 
& 

Management 

Across 
Levels 

All 
A Great Place to Work:  Creating a Healthy  
Organizational Climate 

Administrators often have a global impression that 
things are going well or not so well at their centers, but 
they lack specific information on just what areas of the 
program’s operation contribute to these impressions.  
Designed for administrators and staff, this session pro-
vides an overview of the dimensions of organizational 
climate and how all staff play an important role in im-
proving the quality of work life at their programs. 

Please note:  This is an all day session. 

Jill Bella,  
Director of Professional Learning, 

McCormick Center  
for Early Childhood Leadership, 

Palatine, Illinois 
jbella@nl.edu 

75 Denali 

AGENDA IN DETAIL 

7:30-5:30 REGISTRATION/CHECK IN/INFORMATION DESK OPEN ………………...…………….…………….……… Promenade 
9:30-5:30 NAEYC/LOCAL ALASKA AFFILIATES  MEMBER LOUNGE …………..…..…………………………….....……Dillingham 

For NAEYC members—their very own member lounge!  Become a member now and join us! Members are able to grab a snack,  
relax & network, have access to special giveaways and speak with Anchorage AEYC board & conference members.   
Convince a friend to become a member and receive an extra door prize ticket!   

7:30-8:00 CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST ……………………………….…………………………………...…………..........…… Alaska
Menu: Fresh pastries, fruit, juice, coffee, tea, hot chocolate

8:00-9:45 OPENING GENERAL SESSION …………………………………………..……………………..…………… Aleutian/Alaska 
KEYNOTE:  Jill Bella, Ed.D.,  Forward Thinking:  The Role of Leadership in Changing the Landscape of Early Childhood 

A look at past and present workforce conditions reveals the time is now to move the needle beyond mediocracy.   Administrators 
often underestimate their ability to impact the field of early care and education.  Yet, individual and collective action can be a  
powerful force for improving the standards of today.  Equipping ourselves and emerging leaders to move the field forward involves 
reframing our thoughts on leadership.  Learn what research indicates about how to harness your passion about workforce issues and 
become an advocate for change.

9:00-2:55 SILENT AUCTION………………..………………………………...…..……………...……... Lobby down from Registration 
Participate in the silent auction.  100% Proceeds support Anchorage AEYC Scholarship Fund.

9:45-11:45 SEMINAR SESSIONS 
11:45-1:15 LUNCH ON SITE—Lunch included in Conference Registration Fee ……...…………………………..…..Aleutian/Alaska

Menu:   Cold Lunch Buffet  Fresh Green salad, potato salad, vegetable salad & fresh fruit salad, tomatoes, assorted cheeses, grilled 
vegetable wraps, turkey, ham, assorted bread,  desserts, coffee/tea.

1:30-3:00 WORKSHOP SESSIONS
3:15-4:45 WORKSHOP SESSIONS
4:45-6:00 UAA EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION RECEPTION ………………………….………………………Mt. McKinley Suite 
5:00-7:00 CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT CLASS AND REGISTRATION ………………………………………...Prince William 

Class requirements listed on page 10.  Additional fee of $74 for credit class. 

Please Be Courteous 
It’s wonderful to catch up with colleagues  

but please not while  
speakers are addressing the group. 

Please remember 
to wear your 

AAEYC Conference  
name badge! 
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THURSDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Thursday, January 25th   9:45-11:45 

Leadership 
& 

Management 

Experienced 
Professionals 

Alaska Pre-Elementary Grantee Meeting 

This session is specifically for the districts receiving Alaska 
Pre-Elementary Grant Funding.  Only those invited should 
attend.   

Anji Gallanos, 
Early Learning Administrator, 

DEED, 
Juneau, Alaska 

anji.gallanos@alaska.gov 

100 Katmai/ 
King Salmon 

Assessment 
Of 

Child  
Progress 

Across  
Levels 

3-5 
Teaching Strategies GOLD® Boot-Camp 

The Teaching Strategies GOLD® Boot-Camp for Adminis-
trators will focus on helping build systems for data collec-
tion & analysis, teacher trainings, and reflective practices 
for successful implementation of Teaching Strategies 
Gold®. 

We will take a deeper look into Teaching Strategies 
GOLD® reports and learn what the information is telling 
us, how we can use it to inform our practice, set goals, and 
show your student’s growth across your schools or pro-
gram-wide. 

This session is geared for EC teachers.  A session geared 
for administrators will be presented on Friday, 9:45-11:45 
in the Katmai Room. 

Supanika Ackerman, 
Education Specialist II, 

DEED, 
Juneau, Alaska 

supanika.ackerman@alaska.gov  

50 Iliamna 

Health Across 
Levels 

Across 
Age 

Spans 

Incorporating Essential Oils into Your  
Classroom Daily Routine 

A brief introduction to essential oils and how your class-
room can benefit from using them.  Learn how to incorpo-
rate essential oils into your classroom’s daily routine.  Oils 
can build sensory skills in children by using their sense of 
smell.  Some oils have a calming effect to help your tod-
dlers or preschoolers calm down before a nap.  While 
others have a stimulating effect to help school-agers focus 
during a test.  Come ready to learn about essential oils 
and smell their benefits for yourself. 

Brooke Pottle, 
Infant Lead Teacher, 

Providence Center for Child  
Development,  

Anchorage, Alaska 
bpottle4@gmail.com 

Kristen Stearns, 
Preschool Teacher Assistant, 
Providence Center for Child  

Development,  
Anchorage, Alaska 

Kristen_330@hotmail.com 

40 Aspen 

Teaching Emerging 
Professionals 

3-5 
Fun with Stories, Language and Literacy  
Ages 3-5 

Join me for some entertaining draw n tell stories, and 
theme based stories.  Learn how to create felt board 
stories and make books too. 

Tracy Breimo, 
Associate Administrator, 

  Anchorage Head Start Family 
Advocate, 

  RurAL CAP 
  Child Development Center, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
tbreimo@ruralcap.com  

40 Spruce 

Health Across 
Levels 

Birth=3 
Baby Yoga 101 

Learn and discuss basic health/emotional benefits of Yoga.   
We’ll discuss and practice basic baby yoga poses too. 

Megan Vincent, 
Early Head Start/Home Visitor, 

CCS, 
Wasilla, Alaska 

Chante’e Miller, 
Classroom Aide, 

CCS, 
Wasilla, Alaska 

40 Birch 

Conference bags provided by: 
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THURSDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Thursday, January 25th   9:45-11:45 

Curriculum  Across 
Levels 

3-5 
Stories from Cook Inlet Native Head Start 
Yup’ik Immersion Preschool:  Successes and 
Challenges 

In this workshop, participants will learn about the suc-
cesses and challenges experienced by the Cook Inlet 
Native Head Start Yup’ik Immersion Program.  Present-
ers will first share about current research related to 
early childhood immersion programs and dual-
language learning, followed by a sharing of stories and 
open discussion on topics including language screen-
ing, classroom environment, curricular development 
and materials, and family engagement as experienced 
by teachers at CINHS.  Opportunities for open dialogue 
and discussion will be encouraged. 

Hattie Harvey, 
Assistant Professor, EC Education, 

University of Alaska Anchorage 
haharvey@alaska.edu 

Barbara Amos, 
Yup’ik Immersion Head Start Teacher, 

Cook Inlet Native Head Start, 
Anchorage, Alaska 
BAmos@cinhs.net 

Piiyuuk Shields, 
Student, Elementary Education, 

UAA, College of Education, 
opshields@alaska.edu 

Lori Scott, 
Education Manager, 

Cook Inlet Native Head Start, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

scott@cinhs.net  

50 Willow 

Networking/Collaboration Room 18 Prince  
William 

Leadership  
& 

Management 

Across  
Levels 

All 
Stress & Adversity:  How Can Quality  
Improvement Activities Lower Expulsion  
in Early Childhood 

As research has revealed, expulsion and suspension are 
stressful, negative experiences that can impact child 
outcomes.  During this session, we will provide a review 
of recent research by Dr. Walter Gilliam and colleagues 
and explore the dimensions of early childhood expul-
sions and suspensions, which include knowledge of 
child development, addressing implicit bias, and re-
sponding to trauma and the needs of children exposed 
to it.  We will also discuss the role of quality improve-
ment in decreasing and preventing expulsion and think 
about child retention practices and policies of your 
program. 

Meghan Johnson, 
Learn & Grow Director, 

thread, 
Anchorage, Alaska  

mjohnson@threadalaska.org  

50 Fireweed 

Teachers Birth-3, 
3-5 

Emerging 
&  

Established 

Beautiful Junk into Wonderful Treasures 

This workshop is semi-interactive and is designed to 
expand your knowledge of homemade/recycled toys/
games/activities.  The workshop encourages each 
participant to learn how to incorporate everyday house-
hold items, free community resources, unconventional 
crafting, reusable “junk”, etc.  Into the classroom, 
childcare center, or just in their own home.  This work-
shop will incorporate homemade activities and toys 
from birth to 5 years.  Feedback from participants will 
be encouraged and there will be take away items at the 
end. 

This session is repeated on Friday, 9:45-11:45, in the 
Fireweed Room. 

Tammy Rice, 
Family Educator, 

CCS Early Learning, 
Wasilla, Alaska 

trice@ccsalaska.org 

Neva Lancaster, 
Center Coordinator, 
CCS Early Learning, 

Wasilla, Alaska 
nlancaster@ccsalaska.org  

40 Lupine 

Conference flowers designed by: 

Holy Family Cathedral 
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THURSDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Thursday, January 25th   1:30-3:00 

Leadership 
& 

Management 

3-5 
Alaska Pre-Elementary Strategic Planning 
Session 

This session is open to Alaska Pre-Elementary grantees 
only. 

Carol Prentice, 
Consultant, Prentice Consulting, 

Juneau, Alaska 
carol@cprenticeconsulting.com  

100 Katmai/ 
King  

Salmon 

Families Emerging 
Professionals 

All 
The Family Application Process for Child Care 
Assistance:  Your Questions Answered 

What is the process to apply for Child Care Assistance?  
This session will answer the how, what, when, why, where 
questions you may have about the application and eligibil-
ity determination for the CCA program.  Questions such as:  
Who qualifies?  How are authorizations determined? How 
long the process take? And How do I read the authoriza-
tion contract?  Whether you’re a parent or provider, all 
your questions will be answered at this session. 

Colleen Vague, 
Program Manager, 

Alaska Family Services, CCAP-MoA, 
Anchorage, Alaska 
colleen@akafs.org  

50 Iliamna 

Teachers Across  
Levels 

5-8 
Creating Classroom Libraries That Support 
Innovative Teaching Methods and Student 
Engagement 

The importance of having a classroom library has long been 
proven, as research shows a large, varied library enhances 
children’s literacy skills (Neuman, 2001) and students’ test 
scores increase when they have access to a well-developed 
classroom library (Hopenwasser, 2014). However, 
teachers often have difficulty obtaining books, organizing 
them, and using them to effectively engage students. This 
session will share locally-conducted research on how teach-
ers create classroom libraries; provide information on how 
to organize books so they are used by teachers and 
students; and encourage educators to share examples of 
how they create and use classroom libraries. 

Kathryn A. Ohle, 
Assistant Professor of Early Childhood, 

University of Alaska Anchorage, 
Anchorage, Alaska  
kohle@alaska.edu 

Abigail Schneck, 
Research Assistant, 

University of Alaska Anchorage, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

arschneck@alaska.edu  

40 Aspen 

Teaching Across  
Levels 

3-5 
Fun and Engaging File Folder Games for  
Preschool Children 

This make-it-take-it class will focus on making file folder 
games to enhance learning in all areas of development. 
Learn how to make games that are quick,easy and engag-
ing. We will focus on making games that enhance math and 
literacy skills and share how you can make games for spe-
cific skills you would like to build in your classroom. This is 
an interactive class that encourage the sharing of ideas and 
successes with homemade verses mass produced game. 
Come and enjoy with us!  

This session is repeated on Friday, 1:30-3:00 in the Willow 
Room. 

Kris Ziesmer, 
Family Educator, 

CCS Early Learning, 
Chugiak, Alaska 

kziesmer@ccsalaska.org 

Bonnie Monson, 
Center Coordinator, 
CCS Early Learning, 

Chugiak, Alaska 
bmonson@ccsalaska.org  

40 Spruce 

Teaching Experienced 
Professionals 

3-5 
Assessing Your Interactions to Improve 
Outcomes 

This session will discuss the importance of teacher/child 
interactions in the preschool environment. It will give a 
brief overview of the CLASS tool and how it can be used to 
measure interactions and inform best practices. We will 
discuss the importance of having staff trained to be reliable 
with the CLASS tool and how that can strengthen pro-
gram's CQI process. Lastly, programs will have an oppor-
tunity to schedule class reliability training for teachers and 
administrators. 

This session is for AK Pre-Elementary DEED Grantees only. 

Donna J. Wade, 
Director of Outreach & Program  

Expansion, 
Thread, 

Anchorage, Alaska  
dwade@threadalaska.org  

50 Fireweed 
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THURSDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Thursday, January 25th   1:30-3:00 

Relation-
ships 

Across 
Levels 

Birth-3 
The Kids are Alright:  Using Bibliotherapy with 
Toddlers and Preschoolers 

Children thrive in safe, secure environments. This session 
will cover the basics of bibliotherapy, a learning technique 
used by teachers, counselors, and librarians, focusing on its 
use with toddlers and preschoolers. Attendees will learn 
how to find and select age-appropriate books and other 
materials to help children identify and validate their feel-
ings, develop coping skills and solutions, and deal with the 
problems of childhood from the simple (e.g., interpersonal 
relationships) to the more complex (e.g., poverty, disability, 
or death). This session will also highlight dialogic reading as 
a method to enhance read-alouds that can be used in 
conjunction with bibliotherapy. 

Samantha Blanquart, 
Early Literacy Outreach Librarian, 
Ready to Read Resource Center, 

Anchorage Public Library, 
Anchorage, Alaska  

BlanquartSR@muni.org  

40 Birch 

Health Across 
Levels 

Birth-3 
Wellness Guidelines for Alaska’s Young  
Children:  A Toolkit for Child Care Providers 
and Families 

Next to families, the child care setting has more influence 
on the health and weight of young children than any other 
environment. The new "Wellness Guidelines for Alaska's 
Young Children" can help you provide a healthy environ-
ment that supports and encourages healthy eating, active 
play, and reduced screen time to help young children grow 
up at a healthy weight and develop healthy habits for life. 
These guidelines highlight obesity prevention "Caring for 
Our Children" standards with tips for implementing the 
standards in the ECE setting, ideas for engaging families in 
wellness activities, and resources on wellness best practic-
es and policies. 

This session is repeated on Saturday, 10:15-12:15 in the 
Willow Room. 

Diane Peck, 
ECE Obesity Prevention Coordinator, 
Alaska Dept. Health & Social Services, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
diane.peck@alaska.gov  

50 Willow 

Curriculum Across 
Levels 

3-5 
Make it Math, Make it Fun!   

This "make & take" session will focus on how to make Math 
fun for you and your students. You will also discover how to 
incorporate Math throughout the classroom and why it is 
important to include opportunities for children to learn 
Math skills while engaged in play. 

Participants will be making math games that engage chil-
dren while learning basic math concepts, 
including Number Sense & Operations (numbers & count-
ing) Measurement (size, height, weight & length), and 
Properties of Ordering (sort, classify, & organize objects). 

Come share with and learn from other workshop attendees 
how "found objects" and recyclable materials can add 
another dimension of fun and learning to any classroom 
environment. 

Limited to 30 attendees 

This session is repeated on Saturday, 10:15-12:15 in the 
Lupine Room. 

Jane Parkhurst, 
Teacher, 

St. Mary’s Creative Playschool, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

jparkhurst@alaska.net  

30 Lupine 

Networking Room 18 Prince  
William 
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THURSDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Thursday, January 25th   3:15-4:45 

Teaching Across 
Levels 

All 
Practice Play!  Sounds-Stories=Movements 
Perfect for Life Changes in Growing Kids 

Our goals are healthy children in families, schools, cultures 
and communities. Our mission is to help young ones use 
sounds, stories and movements to develop their potential 
with play to act in our world. Music, dance and storytelling 
helps kids connect to parents/teachers with life lessons to 
share. Play begins at home and education begins with 
family activities. We use percussion instruments and per-
forming arts techniques to engage children in collaborative 
skits. These have lessons about taking care of ourselves, 
friends and family. Ideas, topics and themes are woven into 
a tale that has movement and music/sound components. 
The story concludes with a group resolution to the plot 
situation. We spark the hearts and minds of little ones and 
they return that creative energy tenfold! No experience 
necessary! Your heartbeat and smile is all we need! Join us 
to share common ground that nurtures amazing kids! This is 
an active, hands-on workshop. Your age may change from 
where you are now to preschool and between! Good humor 
is an integral part of what we do. Laughter is FUNdamental 
and included for free! 

Eddie Wood, 
Performing Artist & 

Education Consultant, 
Homer, Alaska 

rumbalaska@yahoo.com  

50 Aleutian 

Assessment 
of Child  
Progress 

Across  
Levels 

5-8 
Kindergarten Readiness: What Data Tells Us 
About Incoming Kindergarteners 

This presentation will explore how early childhood leaders 
can support the needs of young learners and educators. We 
will take a look at how statewide early learning policy is 
impacting young learners entering our schools. We will also 
look at how data from the Alaska Developmental Profile, 
Alaska‛s kindergarten entry assessment can guide under-
standing of the needs of a new kindergarten student and 
how Alaska is faring in Kindergarten readiness statewide. 

Anji Gallanos, 
Early Learning Administrator, 

DEED, 
Juneau, Alaska 

anji.gallanos@alaska.gov 

Ashley Pierson, 
Senior Researcher, 

Education Northwest, 
Portland, OR 

Ashley.pierson@educationnorthwest.org 

100 Katmai/ 
King 

Salmon 

Health Across 
Levels 

Across 
Age/ 
Grade 
Span 

Keeping Our Children Safe:  The Alaska Safe 
Children’s Act 

This presentation will cover the Alaska Safe Children’s Act 
Task Force recommendations made to the Department of 
Education & Early Development on model curricula for 
school districts related to implementing Erin and Bree’s 
Law.  It will also identify resources associated with the ACT 
for school staff, parents, families , and community partners.  
The ACT focuses on preventing dating violence and child 
sexual abuse for children and youth across Alaska. 

Farrah Greene-Palmer, 
Public Health Specialist, 

State of Alaska, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

farrah.green-palmer@alaska.gov  

50 Iliamna 

Curriculum Across 
Levels 

5-8 
Using Cognitively Guided Instruction to 
Enhance Math Instruction 

Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI) is an approach that 
facilitates students' mathematical thinking by posing a 
collection of thoughtfully constructed story problems to 
children, while also providing a variety of hands-on materi-
als for them to use in the fashion that best demonstrates 
their mathematical thinking and reasoning. Research shows 
that teachers' knowledge of their students' thinking is en-
hanced as a result, which has then led to increased academ-
ic achievement (Carpenter & Fenemma, 1999). Given these 
positive benefits, this session will focus on sharing the ap-
proach, materials, and process with teachers so that they 
too, might use CGI Math in their classrooms. 

Akram Didari, 
Teacher, 

LKSA Early Learning Program, 
Bethel, Alaska 

Kathryn A. Ohle, 
Assistant Professor of Early Childhood, 

University of Alaska Anchorage, 
Anchorage, Alaska  
kohle@alaska.edu 

40 Aspen 
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THURSDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Thursday, January 25th   3:15-4:45 

Teaching Emerging 
Professionals 

3-5 
Regulating Children Through Sensory Play 
While Teaching Emotional Literacy 

Every child responds to sensory play but how can 
teacher’s do more than just put out playdough and let 
children play?  Learn to make sensory play intentional 
time to learn about emotional literacy, regulation and 
individualized to each child.  Learn how to make a 
calm box, it’s components, how they regulate chil-
dren, how to teach their use to a group, and when/
how they can be used. 

Steffi Redhead, 
Disabilities and Mental Health  

Coordinator, 
Kids Corp. Inc. Head Start, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
Steffi.redhead@gmail.com 

Katrina Letner, 
HR Manager, 

Kids Corp. Inc. Head Start, 
Anchorage, Alaska  

Katrina@kcialaska.org  

40 Spruce 

Teaching  Emerging 
Professionals 

Across 
Age 

Tinkering with Toddlers:  Inquiry-Based 
Learning for Young Children 

Have you ever wanted to try an inquiry-based ap-
proach to science education in your early childhood 
classroom, but found the task daunting? Do you want 
to learn what tinkering and making looks like with 
young children? Learn about the research supporting 
inquiry and tinkering in the early childhood classroom, 
see how we use inquiry at the Anchorage Museum to 
teach complicated science subjects to young children, 
walk through a sample lesson, get a list of support 
resources, and use your new expertise to plan a les-
son for your classroom with the help of your col-
leagues. 

This session is repeated on Friday in the Iliamna 
Room, 1:30-3:00.   

Christine Cassidy, 
Educator, 

Anchorage Museum, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

ccassidy@anchoragemuseum.org 

Erin Marbarger, 
Curator of Science & Innovation, 

Anchorage Museum, 
Anchorage, Alaska  

emarbarger@anchoragemuseum.org  

40 Birch 

Teaching Across  
Levels 

3-5 
Teaching Beyond Pinterest—Utilizing  
Internet Resources to Appropriately Meet 
Learning Objectives 

With the popularity of Pinterest amongst education 
professionals, we often lose sight of what the children 
need to learn in order to complete a “cute” activity.  
This seminar will highlight various internet resources 
that can provide age appropriate lesson and class-
room management ideas, that will help you teach with 
intention to your learning objectives, and move your 
classroom mentality to process versus product. 

Emily Urlacher, 
Center Director, 

Kids’ Corps, Inc. Head Start, 
Anchorage, Alaska  

eurlacher@kcialaska.org  

50 Willow 

Networking Room 18 Prince  
William 

Teachers Across 
Levels 

3-5 
Why Should I Use MTP?  Round Table MTP 
Discussion 

Research shows that through this intensive one-on-
one coaching program, teachers improve the effec-
tiveness of their interactions with children and report 
higher levels of job satisfaction and motivation. Chil-
dren in MTP classrooms show greater gains in early 
literacy and language development and lower levels 
of problem behavior. 

For DEED Grantees Only. 

Mildred Parker, 
Professional Development Specialist, 

MTP Coach, 
thread, 

Anchorage, Alaska  
mparker@threadalaska.org  

Janene Lovelace, 
Professional Development Specialist, 

MTP Coach, 
thread, 

Kenai, Alaska 
jlovelace@threadalaska.org   

50 Fireweed 
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THURSDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Thursday, January 25th   3:15-4:45 

Teaching Across 
Levels 

3-5 
Classroom Environments through the Looking 
Glass 

Classrooms are places where we hope to guide children to 
be “curiouser and curiouser” and have an environment to 
learn and grow.  In this workshop we will take a look at 
some strategies to create engaging classroom interest 
areas that pull children into a world of imagination, while 
also instilling a higher order of thinking. 

This session is repeated Friday, 3:15-4:45 in Willow. 

Michelle Cook, 
Family Partnership Coordinator, 

CCS Early Learning—Meadow Lakes, 
Palmer, Alaska 

mcook@ccsalaska.org 

Tabatha Peterson, 
Professional Development Specialist, 

CCS Early Learning, 
Wasilla, Alaska 

tpeterson@ccsalaska.org  

40 Lupine 

UAA Early Childhood Education Reception 
Mt McKinley Suite (Anchorage Tower, Room 2261)    4:45 – 6:00 pm 

Come join the UAA Early Childhood Education faculty for a small reception to celebrate our early childhood community. 
Alumni, community partners, prospective students or other please join us!  

Beverages and light snacks will be provided. 

Thursday, January 25th   SPECIAL EVENT:  UAA Early Childhood Education Reception 
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Showcasing Success! 
Keynote, Closing Celebration & Awards 

Saturday, 1:15 

New this year!   
Join us Saturday after lunch as we celebrate  

  with the closing keynote, awards and door prizes.  

Making an Impact—Key Strategies and Inspirational  
Stories  to Guide Your Leadership Journey! 

- keynote by Susan MacDonald 

Public Policy Forum 
March 4-6, 2018   
Washington, DC 

Professional Learning Institute 
June 10-13, 2018 
Austin, Texas 

2019 Conference—January 31-February 2 

The Power of Play:  Building for the Future 

Guest Speaker:  Cate Heroman 
 Author of  Making & Tinkering with STEM 

There’s strength in numbers! 
Show the nation how powerful the 
early education community can be! 

2018 Annual Conference 
November 14–17 
Washington, DC 

NAEYC.org/conference 

NAEYC/Local Alaska Affiliates Members Lounge 
     Dillingham Room—Thursday-Friday-Saturday 

NAEYC members—their very own member lounge!  Members are able to learn what’s  
new in NAEYC membership, grab snacks, have access to special giveaways, and chat with 
Anchorage AEYC Board & Committee Members.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

Silent Auction 

Thursday-Saturday   
9:00 a.m.—2:55 p.m. 

Bid on your favorite items.  The Anchorage 
AEYC annual Silent Auction supports funds 

for Anchorage AEYC Early Childhood  
Education Scholarships. 100% of funds go 

toward the scholarships.   
New items each day.  

A Painting Party!   
Come Join the Fun!   

It’s fun! It’s easy.   
No artistic skills  required! 

Friday, January 26th       
5:00-7:00 pm 

Special Conference Rate: $30 

Enjoy step by step instructions in a relaxed 
atmosphere.  You will find yourself getting 
lost in the moment as you create your own 

unique masterpiece.  We provide everything 
you need including canvas, paint, and sup-

plies.  You provide inspiration and individual-
ity.  Walk away with an artwork to be proud 
of and an experience to remember. Invite 
your friends too!  You do not have to be 
registered for the conference to attend!  

Visit the Registration desk to register or for 
more info contact:   

  Anna at handsoff73@hotmail.com  

Funds raised by theses events support the Anchorage AEYC  
Early Childhood Education Scholarship Fund: 

UAA Early Childhood Education Reception 
Thursday, January 25 

Mt McKinley Suite (Anchorage Tower, Room 2261)    4:45 – 6:00 pm 

Come join the UAA Early Childhood Education faculty  
for a small reception to celebrate our early childhood community. 

Alumni, community partners, prospective students or other  
       please join us!  

    Beverages and light snacks will be provided. 

Come paint this 
with us! 
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April 16-20, 2018 

The Week of the Young Child is an annual celebration hosted by 
the National Association for the Education of Young Children 

(NAEYC) celebrating early learning, young children, their teachers 
and families. 

Music Monday!     April 16, 2018 

Sing, dance, celebrate, and learn 

Through music, children develop math, language, and literacy skills—and of course, have fun while being active!  
This year’s song is “One Love,” as performed by Aaron Nigel Smith and the One World Chorus.  Visit 
www.naeyc.org to download once available.   

Try this:  Find the beat to connect music, movement and math.  Practice clapping, drumming, or stomping to the 
beat of the music while counting.  

Tasty Tuesday     April 17, 2018 

Healthy eating and fitness at home and school 

This fun, food-themed day is more than just cheese and crackers.  Cooking together connects math with literacy 
skills, science, and more.  With the rise in childhood obesity, you can encourage healthy nutrition and fitness habits 
at home and in the classroom by creating your own healthy snacks.    

Try this:  Measure your ingredients while making your snacks!  Ask children if they’d like the same or different 
amount of each ingredient.   

Work Together Wednesday     April 18, 2018 

Work together, build together, learn together 

When children build together they explore math and science concepts and develop their social and early literacy 
skills.  Children can use any building materials — from a fort of branches on the playground to a block city in the 
classroom, or a hideaway made from couch pillows at home.    

Try this:  Practice organizing blocks by size!  Try building a block tower with large blocks on the bottom and little 
blocks on top! 

Artsy Thursday     April 19, 2018 

Think, problem solve, create 

Children develop creativity, social skills and fine muscles with open-ended art projects where they can make choices, 
use their imaginations and create with their hands.  On Artsy Thursday celebrate the joy and learning children experi-
ence when engaged in creative art making.  Use any materials—from crayons to paint, clay to crafts!   

Try this:  Bring art outdoors!  Offer dark and light paper, chalk and pastels, and suggest children create their own 
versions of the day and night sky. 

Family Friday     April 19, 2018 

Sharing family stories 

Engaging and celebrating families is at the heart of supporting our youngest learners.  NAEYC applauds family mem-
bers’ role as young children’s first and most important teachers.   

Try this:  Invite parents for a Family Friday breakfast, where children can prepare and share breakfast treats with their 
families! 

Post your fun activities & events  to the NAEYC’s Facebook page or post to Twitter using the hashtag “woyc18”. 
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Friday,  January 26, 2018 

FRIDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Friday, January 26th   9:45-11:45 

Teachers Across Levels All 
Finding the Spark: Bringing Passion & 
Intentionality into the Planning Process. 

This lively and engaging workshop will help you discover 
new ways of finding inspiration for developing a child-
centered curriculum. You will be introduced to a four-step 
process that will help you create a curriculum that is deeply 
reflective of the children’s interests. You will also be encour-
aged to bring your own passions and hobbies into the 
curriculum to enrich the learning experiences you create. 
And, you’ll also receive a resource list and sample planning 
forms at this important workshop. 

Susan MacDonald, 
Founder of Inspiring New  

Perspectives, 
Waltham, Massachusetts 

inspiringnewperspectives@gmail.com 

100 Aleutian 

Curriculum Across Levels 3-5,  
5-8 

Foundational Reading Skills: What Preschool 
Teachers Need To Know 

Reading research points to specific science based instruc-
tion in reading skills. Preschool teachers can play a role by 
incorporating Scientific Based Reading Instruction in devel-
opmentally appropriate ways. This session will explore the 
key factors in reading, identify strategies to incorporate 
instruction into classrooms and identify ways to build 
knowledge and professional skills in reading for young 
children. 

Anji Gallanos, 
Early Learning Administrator, 

DEED, 
Juneau, Alaska 

anji.gallanos@alaska.gov 

50 King  
Salmon 

AGENDA IN DETAIL 

7:30-4:30 REGISTRATION/CHECK IN/INFORMATION DESK OPEN …………………………...…………….….……… Promenade 
9:30-5:30 NAEYC/LOCAL ALASKA AFFILIATES  MEMBER LOUNGE …………..…..…………………………….....……Dillingham 

For NAEYC members—their very own member lounge!  Become a member now and join us! Members are able to grab a snack,  
relax & network, have access to special giveaways and speak with Anchorage AEYC board & conference members.   
Convince a friend to become a member and receive an extra door prize ticket!   

7:30-2:55 SILENT AUCTION………………………………….....……………….….……..………....…. Lobby down from Registration 
Participate in the silent auction.  Not only will you come away with terrific items, you will be giving someone  else the  
opportunity to attend the conference in the future.  Proceeds support Anchorage AEYC scholarships fund. 

7:30-8:00 CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST ……………………………………………………………………...…………....…….… Alaska
Menu:  Muffins, fruit, juice, coffee, tea & hot chocolate 

8:00-9:30 OPENING GENERAL SESSION ……………………………………………………………………………… Aleutian/Alaska 
KEYNOTE:  Susan MacDonald Passion & Engagement:  The Key to Creating Vibrant Learning Communities 

Rediscover and reignite your passion for all aspects of your work. Together, we will explore how raising our own personal energy 
levels can have a tremendous impact on the joy we experience in our professional roles and the lives of the children and families with
whom we engage. In this highly interactive presentation, you will be inspired to create a clear vision and identify action steps that will
guide you on a path to increase joy and engagement in your daily work. 

9:45-11:45 SEMINAR SESSIONS 
11:45-1:15 LUNCH ON YOUR OWN 
1:30-3:00 WORKSHOP SESSIONS
3:15-4:45 WORKSHOP SESSIONS
5:00-7:00 SPECIAL EVENT:  ANCHORAGE AEYC PAINTING PARTY……………………………………………………..Chart Room 

Join us for a painting party.  Cost is $30 which includes all painting materials and canvas.  A portion of the proceeds will go towards 
Anchorage AEYC Scholarship Fund.  RSVP and pay at the Registration Desk.   

5:00-7:00 CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT CLASS WRAPUP…………………………………….....Prince William Board Room 

Conference Evaluation Questionnaire 
Please remember to complete the  

2018 Conference Evaluation Questionnaire  
which will be sent to you ELECTRONICALLY immediately following the conference. 
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FRIDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Friday, January 26th   9:45-11:45 

Curriculum Across  
Levels 

Across  
Age/ 
Grade 
Spans 

Cultivating Veggie Love in Young Children with the 
Alaska Farm to School/Preschool Program  

You can get your children to eat their vegetables—and like 
them, too! This session will take you from seed to table to 
help you teach and encourage children to love fruits and 
vegetables! The Alaska Farm to School and Farm to Pre-
school programs will share how schools and child care 
providers around the state are educating kids about farming 
and gardening, starting their own gardens, and adding more 
local produce into their meals. Harvest for Healthy Kids will 
connect you with their free farm to preschool curriculum and 
tips to get healthy, tasty produce on the table. 

Roberta Recken, 
Site Manager, 

MHCC Head Start/Early Head Start, 
Portland, Oregon 

Roberta.Recken@mhcc.edu 

DyLynn Robertson, 
Education Specialist, 

MHCC Early Head Start, 
Portland, Oregon 

DyLynn.Robertson@mhcc.edu 

Jodie Anderson, 
Farm to School Program Coord. 

AK Division of Agriculture, 
Jodie.anderson@alaska.gov 

David Robinson, 
AmeriCorps VISTA, 

AK Division of Agriculture, 
david.robinson@alaska.gov  

50 Denali 

Assessment 
Of 

Child  
Progress 

Across  
Levels 

3-5 
Teaching Strategies GOLD® Boot-Camp 

The Teaching Strategies GOLD® Boot-Camp for Adminis-
trators will focus on helping build systems for data collec-
tion & analysis, teacher trainings, and reflective practices for 
successful implementation of Teaching Strategies Gold®. 

We will take a deeper look into Teaching Strategies GOLD® 
reports and learn what the information is telling us, how we 
can use it to inform our practice, set goals, and show your 
student’s growth across your schools or program-wide. 

This session is geared for administrators.  A session geared 
for EC teachers is on Thursday, 9:45-11:45 in the Iliamna 
Room.   

Supanika Ackerman, 
Education Specialist II, 

DEED, 
Juneau, Alaska 

supanika.ackerman@alaska.gov  

50 Katmai 

Community 
Relationships 

Across 
Levels 

Birth-3 
Building Collaboration between Early  
Intervention and Child Care to Support  
Child Development 

Child care providers play an important role in supporting 
children in their learning and development each day.  This 
workshop will familiarize providers with the supports and 
services available through the Early Intervention/Infant 
Learning Program and how to locate and build partnerships 
with their local Infant Learning Program to continue these 
supports in a child care setting and optimize child develop-
ment.  This presentation will also familiarize providers with 
information about developmental screens, their importance, 
how to talk to caregivers about these screens and where to 
refer caregivers to complete a developmental screen for 
their child. 

Christy Knight, 
Health Program Manager II, 

Early Intervention/Infant Learning 
Program, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
christy.knight@alaska.gov 

Amy Simpson, 
Executive Director, 

Programs for Infants & Children, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

asimpson@picak.org 

Jessica Gardner, 
Developmental Therapist/Program 

Manager, 
Programs for Infants & Children, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
jlgardner@picak.org  

Kim Mix, 
Health Program Manager, 

State of Alaska Early Intervention/
Infant Learning Program, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
kim.mix@alaska.gov 

50 Iliamna 
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 FRIDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Friday, January 26th   9:45-11:45 

 
Health 

 
Across 
Levels 

 

 
Birth-3 

Healthy Alaska Babies:  Infant Safe Sleep Train the 
Trainer Workshop 
 
Introduce new Healthy Alaska Babies curriculum for agencies and 
program staff on infant safe sleep.  This curriculum was designed 
with both national guidelines and Alaska-specific needs in mind, 
and incorporates concepts of risk reduction and family empower-
ment.  Train participants to provide support to families with infants 
in using safe sleep practices, and to lead workshops with their 
peers and communities.  Materials will be provided. 

 
Sabra Anckner, RN, BSN, 

Perinatal Nurse Consultant, 
Women’s, Children’s & Family Health, 

State of Alaska DHSS DPH, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Sabra.anckner@alaska.gov  

 
40 

 
Aspen 

 
Teaching 

 
Across 
Levels 

 
Birth-3 

Building Better Brains: Supporting Cognitive  
Development with Young Children 
 
Cognitive development is characterized by the way a child learns, 
acquires knowledge and interacts with his surrounding environ-
ment. Recent brain research suggests that a child’s learning and 
knowledge acquisition starts early, before birth. If early experiences 
shape our capacity to learn, it seems essential that early care pro-
viders know how to provide quality early experiences. Come and 
learn how to provide the optimal conditions for healthy develop-
ment so children in your care are ready and eager to learn. 
 
CDA Content Area: 02 Advancing children’s physical and  
                                 intellectual development 

 
Sarah Wright, 

Professional Development Specialist, 
thread, 

Anchorage, Alaska  
swright@threadalaska.org  

 
40 

 
Spruce 

 
Physical  

Environment 

 
Across 
Levels 

 
Birth-3, 

3-5 

Environment Ratings Scale (ERS):  Part I:  Intro to ERS 
 
Learn how the ERS assessment tools use best practices to assess 
your classroom environment.  Understand how and why the tool is 
being used to assess programs participating in Learn and Grow. 
Gain knowledge on how to make improvements in your environ-
ment by incorporating best practices in Early Care & Learning to 
create a high quality classroom setting. 
 
Part II—Scale Specific Knowledge is offered 1:30-4:45. 

 
Donna J Wade, 

Director of Outreach & Program 
Expansion, 

thread, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

dwade@threadalaska.org 
 

Reanne Queja, 
Professional Development Specialist, 

thread, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

rqueja@threadalaska.org  

 
40 

 
Birch 

 
Teaching 

 
Across 
Levels 

 
3-5 

Classroom Environments through the Looking Glass 
 
Classrooms are places where we hope to guide children to be 
“curiouser and curiouser” and have an environment to learn and 
grow.  In this workshop we will take a look at some strategies to 
create engaging classroom interest areas that pull children into a 
world of imagination, while also instilling a higher order of thinking. 
 
This session is a repeat of Thursday’s session, 3:15-4:45 in the  
Lupine Room. 

 
Michelle Cook, 

Family Partnership Coordinator, 
CCS Early Learning—Meadow Lakes, 

Palmer, Alaska 
mcook@ccsalaska.org 

 
Tabatha Peterson, 

Professional Development  
Specialist, 

CCS Early Learning, 
Wasilla, Alaska 

tpeterson@ccsalaska.org  

 
50 

 
Fireweed 

 
Leadership 

& 
Management 

 
Across 
Levels 

 
All 

Child Care Licensing Updates 
 
Come join us to discuss licensing updates statewide and the     
collaboration between the State of Alaska (SOA) and Municipality 
of Anchorage (MOA) Child Care Licensing programs since MOA’s 
adoption of state licensing regulations in August 2016, and the 
status of the MOA’s implementation plan to incorporate these 
changes.  

 
Staci Collier, 

Child Care Licensing Program 
Manager,  

CC Program Office, State of Alaska, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

staci.collier@alaska.gov 
 

Kathy Lynch, 
Child Care Licensing Supervisor, 

CC Licensing—Muni of Anchorage, 
Anchorage, Alaska 
lynchkm@muni.org  

 
40 

 
Lupine 
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FRIDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Friday, January 26th   9:45-11:45 

Teachers Emerging 
&  

Established 

Birth-3, 
3-5 

Beautiful Junk into Wonderful Treasures 

This workshop is semi-interactive and is designed to expand your 
knowledge of homemade/recycled toys/games/activities.  The 
workshop encourages each participant to learn how to incorporate 
everyday household items, free community resources, unconven-
tional crafting, reusable “junk”, etc.  Into the classroom, childcare 
center, or just in their own home.  This workshop will incorporate 
homemade activities and toys from birth to 5 years.  Feedback from 
participants will be encouraged and there will be take away items at 
the end.    

This session is a repeat of Thursdays 9:45-11:45 session in the  
Lupine Room. 

Tammy Rice, 
Family Educator, 

CCS Early Learning, 
Wasilla, Alaska 

trice@ccsalaska.org 

Neva Lancaster, 
Center Coordinator, 
CCS Early Learning, 

Wasilla, Alaska 
nlancaster@ccsalaska.org  

40 Willow 

Friday, January 26th   1:30-4:45 

Curriculum Across  
Levels 

All 
Harvest for Healthy Kids: A Farm to Preschool Curriculum 

Preschoolers playing with parsnips? WHAT? Welcome to Harvest for 
Healthy Kids: A Farm to Preschool Curriculum, where exploration, 
discovery and experiencing fresh produce is what it’s all about! We 
will reflect on our own early food experiences, and explore the devel-
opment of preferred tastes in young children. Using activities from the 
free on-line HHK kits, we will build a foundation that supports infants, 
toddlers, preschoolers and their families on their journey toward incor-
porating more produce into their meals. Together, let’s help this 
next generation thrive with healthier eating, right now! 
To learn more visit: http://www.harvestforhealthykids.org/ 

This session is repeated on Saturday, 8:00-10:00 in the Willow Room. 

Roberta Recken, 
Site Manager, 

MHCC Head Start/Early Head 
Start, 

Portland, Oregon 
Roberta.Recken@mhcc.edu 

DyLynn Robertson, 
Education Specialist, 

MHCC Early Head Start, 
Portland, Oregon 

DyLynn.Robertson@mhcc.edu 

100 Denali 

Physical  
Environment 

Across 
Levels 

Birth-3, 
3-5 

Environment Ratings Scale (ERS):  Part II—Scale 
Specific Knowledge  

Learn how the ERS assessment tools use best practices to assess 
your classroom environment.  Understand how and why the tool is 
being used to assess programs participating in Learn and Grow. 
Gain knowledge on how to make improvements in your environ-
ment by incorporating best practices in Early Care & Learning to 
create a high quality classroom setting. 

Part I:  Intro to ERS is offered 9:45-11:45. 

Donna J Wade, 
Director of Outreach & Program 

Expansion,  
thread, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
dwade@threadalaska.org 

Reanne Queja, 
Professional Development  

Specialist,  
thread, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
rqueja@threadalaska.org  

40 Birch 

Friday, January 26th   1:30-3:00 

Physical 
Environment 

Across 
Levels 

All 
Preparing for Emergencies and Disasters in Your 
Community 

Division of Homeland Security & Emergency Management and 
Alaska Red Cross will present this session.  How can you prepare    
in advance to help keep your family safe during a disaster.  During 
this presentation you will learn:  Personal Preparedness:  Are you 
Ready?; Natural Disasters and Hazards and Their Potential Impact; 
Becoming informed; Preparing the plans; Developing a home disas-
ter preparedness kit and Becoming Involved. 

Douglas Albrecht, 
Emergency Manager JBER 

Joint Base Elmendorf Richardson, 
Alaska 

Douglas.albrecht@alaska.gov 

Ella Keenan, 
Preparedness & Casework  

Specialist, 
American Red Cross of Alaska, 

Anchorage, AK 
Ella.keenan@redcross.org 

75 Aleutian 

By Appointment Only:  One on One  
Discussions with District & Head Start Leaders Mildred Parker & 

Janene Lovelace 
Prince 
William 
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 FRIDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Friday, January 26th   1:30-3:00 

 
Curriculum 

 
Across 
Levels 

 
3-5 

Preschool Curriculum Networks 
 
Do you want to connect with other preschool teachers     
to share activities, lesson plans, and more? This session  
will highlight a variety of social networking opportunities 
where teachers can give and get ideas on different curricu-
lar elements such as classroom management, social-
emotional skills, math, and literacy activities. We will also 
come up with a plan & calendar on how we can  
increase this communication with preschool educators 
across Alaska throughout the year. Participants will learn 
how to use Twitter hashtags, Facebook groups, Pinterest 
boards, Blogs, and Instagram posts to save, store, and 
share ideas. The Department of Education & Early Devel-
opment puts out a bi-weekly Early Learning Update news-
letter and will follow and highlight programs. We will also 
highlight how to "Post Smart" and being mindful of the 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 

 
Supanika Ackerman, 

Education Specialist II, 
DEED, 

Juneau, Alaska 
supanika.ackerman@alaska.gov  

 
50 

 
Katmai 

 
Leadership 

& 
Manage-

ment 

 
Established 

Professionals 

 
3-5 

Insights from the Leading Edge of Early     
Education 
 
The co-presenters recently attended the "The Leading 
Edge of Early Education," hosted by the Saul Zaentz Early 
Education Initiative at the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education. We will offer an opportunity for leaders and 
administrators in early education in Alaska to learn about 
national strategy, research, and guidance for early educa-
tion. Participants will: Think about innovative ideas for 
increasing access to high-quality early education; Discuss 
what this means for Alaska (spoiler alert: We are leading 
edge!; Explore coordination and collaboration opportuni-
ties for our work with early learners 

 
Mandy Evans, 

Learning Support Director, 
Sitka School District, 

Sitka, Alaska 
evansm@sitkaschools.org 

 
Debbie Treece, 

Executive Director of Student  
Services,  

Chugach School District, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

dtreece@chugachschools.com  

 
50 

 
King 

Salmon 

 
Teaching 

 
Emerging  

Professionals 

 
Across 
Age/
Grade  
Spans 

Tinkering with Toddlers:  Inquiry-Based  
Learning for Young Children 
 
Have you ever wanted to try an inquiry-based approach to 
science education in your early childhood classroom, but 
found the task daunting? Do you want to learn what tinker-
ing and making looks like with young children? Learn 
about the research supporting inquiry and tinkering in the 
early childhood classroom, see how we use inquiry at the 
Anchorage Museum to teach complicated science subjects 
to young children, walk through a sample lesson, get a list 
of support resources, and use your new expertise to plan a 
lesson for your classroom with the help of your colleagues. 

 
Christine Cassidy, 

Educator, 
Anchorage Museum, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

ccassidy@anchoragemuseum.org 
 

Erin Marbarger, 
Curator of Science & Innovation, 

Anchorage Museum, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

emarbarger@anchoragemuseum.org  

 
50 

 
Iliamna 

 
Teachers 

 
Across 
Levels 

 
All 

Co-Teaching in Early Childhood Classrooms:  
Benefits of and Strategies for Teachers 
 
The benefits of having multiple teachers working together 
in one classroom are numerous. Recent research efforts 
have identified increases in support, reflective practice, 
and collaboration amongst them. However, to reap these 
benefits, collaborative teaching models must be ap-
proached thoughtfully and strategically. This session will 
share research, which has emerged from investigations 
completed on peer practicums, and strategies for teachers 
and administrators to help successfully implement collabo-
rative teaching models that will support both the new 
teachers of tomorrow and the students in our classrooms. 
Additionally, time will be allocated to create action 
plans on how they might implement similar models. 

 
Kathryn A. Ohle, 

Assistant Professor of Early  
Childhood,  

UAA, 
Anchorage, Alaska 
kohle@alaska.org 

 
Kate Moyers, 

Developmental Specialist, 
PIC, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
Kate.moyers@gmail.com 

 
 

 
40 

 
Aspen 
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FRIDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Friday, January 26th   1:30-3:00 

Teachers Across 
Levels 

Adult 
Learners 

Alaska’s Early Care and Learning Core Knowledge 
and Competencies (AK ECCKC) 

The Alaska’s Early Care and Learning Core Knowledge and Compe-
tencies (AK ECCKC) are designed to assist ECL educators develop 
the many skills needed to provide quality programs for children. 
This session will provide an introduction to AK ECCKC, how they 
are organized, and how they connect to and support the profes-
sional development of ECL educators. 

Zuleika Sanchez, 
Bilingual Professional  

Development Specialist,  
thread, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
zsanchex@threadalaska.org  

40 Spruce 

Teaching Across  
Levels 

3-5 
Fun and Engaging File Folder Games for  
Preschool Children 

This make-it-take-it class will focus on making file folder games to 
enhance learning in all areas of development. Learn how to make 
games that are quick,easy and engaging. We will focus on making 
games that enhance math and literacy skills and share how you can 
make games for specific skills you would like to build in your class-
room. This is an interactive class that encourage the sharing of 
ideas and successes with homemade verses mass produced game. 
Come and enjoy with us!  

This session is a repeat of Thursday’s session, 1:30-3:00 session in 
the Spruce Room. 

Kris Ziesmer, 
Family Educator, 

CCS Early Learning, 
Chugiak, Alaska 

kziesmer@ccsalaska.org 

Bonnie Monson, 
Center Coordinator, 
CCS Early Learning, 

Chugiak, Alaska 
bmonson@ccsalaska.org  

50 Willow 

Teaching Across 
Levels 

5-8 
Taste & Touch Science 

Join the food and fun of science in this taste and touch workshop. 
We'll provide easy, practical, fun ideas for classroom science experi-
ments and cooking without a kitchen. Includes books and stories 
that connect to the projects, math concepts and related art activi-
ties. Ideas and recipes you can use right away. We use every day 
materials and easy to follow instructions so students can 
be successful. 

Raissa D’Antonio, 
Retired Teacher, 

St. Mary’s Creative Playschool, 
Anchorage, Alaska 
mhenrie1@cs.com 

Jackie Sparrow, 
Retired Teacher, 

St. Mary’s Creative Playschool, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

50 Fireweed 

Leadership 
& 

Management 

Across 
Levels 

All 
Program Philosophy & Values—Foundations to  
Quality & Building Your Advocacy Platform 

This session will explore individual early childhood program values 
and how these can be used to develop a program philosophy state-
ment. This session will also discuss how having a program philoso-
phy and values can be a critical driver and ingredient to building a 
foundation to a sustainable program, how to engage staff and 
communicate with families. Finally, this session will describe a new 
UAF course designed to support administrators to use their philos-
ophy and values to enhance their advocacy skills. 

Meghan Johnson, 
Learn & Grow Director, 

thread, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

mjohnson@threadalaska.org 

Veronica Plumb, 
Asst. Professor of EC Education 

Program,  
Head Coordinator Child Dev & 

Family Studies, 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, 

Fairbanks, Alaska 
vmplumb@alaska.edu  

40 Lupine 

Conference Evaluation Questionnaire 

Please remember to complete the  
2018 Conference Evaluation Questionnaire 

which will be sent to you  
ELECTRONICALLY 

immediately following the conference.   
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FRIDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Friday, January 26th   3:15-4:45 

Teaching Established 
Professionals 

3-5 
Raising up Little STARS- Using Applied  
Behavior Analysis in a play based preschool setting 

Behavior Matters mock preschool uses intensive behavior analytic 
within a play based setting. During the workshop, participants will 
learn about teaching children skills intensively using a variety of 
techniques and curriculums. One such technique is Pivotal Re-
sponse Treatment (PRT). PRT is one of the best studied and validat-
ed behavioral treatments for autism. Derived from applied behav-
ioral analysis (ABA), it is play based and child initiated. Its goals 
include the development of communication, language and positive 
social behaviors and relief from disruptive self-stimulatory behav-
iors. This is currently being used with children age 2-5 years with 
developmental delays. The skills taught are to prepare these little 
people to become successful and independent, thus becoming 
leaders of tomorrow. Leadership through play, behaviors, academ-
ics, and friendships. These little ones have the opportunity to teach 
others all about the world and possibilities of individuals with devel-
opmental delays. 

Rebeka Edge, 
BCBA,  

Behavior Matters, 
Eagle River, Alaska 

behaviormatters@gmail.com  

50 Aleutian 

Curriculum Focus on Math:  Bridging the State Standards &  
Preschool Readiness 

This workshop will provide a deeper understanding of the Alaska 
Standards, specifically the expectations in Mathematics.  Early 
educators will focus on teaching strategies that will align mathemat-
ical content and the mathematical practices to curriculum in a de-
velopmentally appropriate way. 

Deborah Riddle, 
Division Operations Manager, 

Dept. of Education & Early  
Development, 
Juneau, Alaska 

Deboarah.riddle@alaska.gov 

50 Katmai 

Leadership 
& 

Management 

3-5 
Alaska Pre-Elementary Strategic Planning Session 

This session is open to Alaska Pre-Elementary grantees only. 

Carol Prentice, 
Consultant, Prentice Consulting, 

Juneau, Alaska 
carol@cprenticeconsulting.com  

50 King  
Salmon 

Curriculum Across 
Levels 

Birth-3, 
3-5 

Culturally Responsive Teaching & Practices 

This workshop is designed to provide you information on what a 
“culturally responsive” teaching practice looks like.  With this infor-
mation you will work to come up with techniques on how you can 
adjust your practices to be culturally responsive. 

Jennifer Russell, 
Ed & Disabilities Coordinator, 

Tanana Chiefs Conference, 
Fairbanks, Alaska 

jlrussell@alaska.edu  

50 Iliamna 

Curriculum Across 
Levels 

5-8 
Making and Tinkering:  Integrating the Arts into 
Your Curriculum 

Come learn about “making and tinkering” in the early childhood 
classroom.  We will explore ways to integrate the arts into your 
curriculum. 

This session will be repeated on Saturday, 10:15-12:15 in the Birch 
Room. 

Hilary Seitz, 
Professor of Early Childhood, 

UAA, 
Anchorage, Alaska 
hjseitz@alaska.edu 

Callie Akins, 
EC Student, UAA 

callieakins@gmail.com 

Kelsey K. Hernandez, 
UAA, EC Student, 

Hernandez.kelsey@gmail.com 

40 Aspen 



29 

FRIDAY: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Friday, January 26th   3:15-4:45 

Teachers Across 
Levels 

Adult 
Learners 

Grow with SEED! 

Professional development should be a system of strategic, ongoing 
continuing education that enriches children’s learning, teacher 
growth and program standards. What does your Professional De-
velopment Plan look like? Does it include higher education, train-
ing, or credentials? What resources and tools are available to em-
power your career advancement? We invite you to join us in this 
interactive session to learn about the new and upcoming Alaska 
System for Early Education Development’s (SEED) framework of 
supports that can advance your professional development including 
how to navigate the SEED Registry online web portal, Alaska’s early 
childhood and school-age Professional Development Registry. 

Angelo Romano, 
Professional Development  

Associate,  
SEED, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
aromano@threadalaska.org 

Panu Lucier, 
SEED Director,   

SEED, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

plucier@threadalaska.org  

40 Spruce 

Teaching All 3-5 Transitions 

Having trouble with transitions or down times?  Come join us in our 
hands-on workshop where you will find many ideas and make-it, 
take-it ideas to help you fill your toolbox.  We will be discussing the 
many different types of transitions and why it is important to plan 
for transitions and strategies that support smooth transitions be-
tween activities.  We will cover strategies on how to plan before, 
during, and after the transition. 

Bonnie Monson, 
Center Coordinator, 
CCS Early Learning, 

Chugiak, Alaska 
bmonson@ccsalaska.org  

Neva Lancaster, 
Center Coordinator, 
CCS Early Learning, 

Wasilla, Alaska 
nlancaster@ccsalaska.org  

50 Willow 

Teaching  Emerging 
Professionals 

Birth-3, 
3-5 

Sensory Play in Motion 

With technology on the rise, it's hard for children to be hands on 
with stimulating materials for the majority of their day. We as edu-
cators should give our students opportunities to engage in more 
hands on activities for development. Children are motivated 
through play to learn about their environment. Providing children 
with materials and the freedom to experience by seeing and doing 
is the best opportunity we could provide for growth. In our work-
shop, you will learn more about children's development through 
play and we will have a make and take sensory project to complete. 

Qiana Coleman, 
EC Education Mentor/Coach, 

Kids Corps, Inc., 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Qiana.coleman@kcialaska.org 

Gypsy Gardner, 
Education Coordinator, 

Kids’ Corps, Inc., 
Anchorage, Alaska  

Gypsy.gardner@kcialaska.org  

50 Fireweed 

Teachers Across  
Levels 

Adult 
Learners 

Promoting Problem Solving for Educators 

In early childhood education we are faced with a mountain of  
challenges daily.  Our attitude directly affects everyone around  
us including our co-workers, parents, and most importantly the 
children.  This workshop addresses the importance of being  
flexible, resilient and a proactive problem solver. 

Veronica Pope, 
Teacher, 

St. Mary’s Creative Playschool, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

vpope178@gmail.com 

40 Lupine 

Friday, January 26th   5:00-7:00 pm  SPECIAL EVENT:  ANCHORAGE AEYC PAINTING PARTY 

 

 

A Painting Party!   
Come Join the Fun!  It’s fun! It’s easy.  No artistic skills  required!   

Special Conference Rate: $30 which includes all painting materials and canvas.  

Fundraiser for Anchorage AEYC:  A portion of the proceeds will go towards Anchorage AEYC Scholarship Fund.  
RSVP to attend the class and pay at the Registration Desk.   

Enjoy step by step instructions in a relaxed atmosphere.  You will find yourself getting lost in the moment as you create your own 
unique masterpiece.  We provide everything you need including canvas, paint, and supplies.  You provide inspiration and individu-

ality.  Walk away with an artwork to be proud of and an experience to remember. Invite your friends too!   
You do not have to be registered for the conference to attend!   

Visit the Registration desk to register or for more info contact Anna at handsoff73@hotmail.com. 
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Saturday: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Saturday, January 27th   8:00-12:15 

   Anchorage AEYC, AEYC-Southeast &  
Northern Interior AEYC Affiliate Meeting 

Facilitator: 
Robin Temple, 

Northern Interior AEYC 

 
18 

 
Prince  
William 

 
Curriculum 

 
Across 
Levels 

 
All 

What’s in Your Backyard?  Extend Your Classroom 
Into the Outdoors  
 
Growing Up WILD, is a national award winning curriculum guide 
that provides ample opportunities for educators to design lessons 
and units to engage young learners imagination and nature sense 
of wonder. We'll show you how you can meet their 
academic needs as they learn and practice focus, self control, 
language skills, early math/science, empathy and more through 
this NAEYC accredited curriculum guide. Learn about animal signs, 
plants, changes and cycles and how your littles can have an impact 
on their community. 
 
Please note:  This session is from 8:00-12:15. 

 
Brenda L. Duty, 

Project WILD & Youth  
Education Coordinator, 

AK Dept. of Fish & Game, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Brenda.duty@alaska.gov 
 

Sierra Doherty 
Education Specialist Region II, 

AK Dept. of Fish & Game, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

sierra.doherty@alaska.gov 

 
100 

 
Denali 

  
 

AGENDA IN DETAIL 
 
7:30-1:00 REGISTRATION/INFORMATION DESK OPEN ………………..……...……………………….………….……… Promenade 
7:30-5:00 NAEYC/LOCAL ALASKA AFFILIATES  MEMBER LOUNGE …………..…..…………………………….....……Dillingham
   For NAEYC members—their very own member lounge!  Become a member now and join us! Members are able to grab a snack,  
   relax & network, have access to special giveaways and speak with Anchorage AEYC board & conference members.   
   Convince a friend to become a member and receive an extra door prize ticket!   

7:30-12:30 SILENT AUCTION………………..…...………………………………...………...…….……. Lobby down from Registration 
   Participate in the silent auction.  Not only will you come away with terrific items, you will be giving someone  else the  
   opportunity to attend the conference in the future.  Proceeds support Anchorage AEYC scholarships fund. 

7:30-8:00 CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST ………………………….…………………………………………...…………....……..… Alaska 
   Assorted muffins, juice, coffee and teas 

8:00-10:00 SEMINAR SESSION 
10:15-12:15 SEMINAR SESSION 
12:15-1:15 LUNCH ON SITE…..…………………...……………………………..…………………………………….......Aleutian/Alaska       
   Lunch included in Conference Registration Fee  Menu:  Beef  & Chicken Taco Bar, three cheese quesadilla,   
   Mexican rice & three bean Cowboy beans, cheeses, desserts, coffee/tea  
1:15-4:30 CLOSING CELEBRATION, AWARDS & KEYNOTE …………………………………………..…………… Aleutian/Alaska 

                       KEYNOTE:  Susan MacDonald   Making an Impact – Key Strategies and Inspirational Stories To Guide Your Leadership Journey! 
  Our Keynote Speaker, Susan MacDonald, will provide us with specific strategies designed to support the development of leadership skills in 
  teachers and administrators. Leaders from the early childhood field in Alaska will share their stories and strategies that have shaped their own 
  unique leadership journeys. You will leave inspired to be intentional and engaged in bringing new leadership strategies to your daily work with 
  children, teachers, parents and your community!  

THANKS  

to the below programs  
for creating the conference table decorations. 

 

 Credit Union 1, Little 1’s Learning Center  
BP Early Learning Center 

CCS, Chugiak 

Providence Child Development Center 
 

Table decorations will be auctioned off  
on Saturday after the Closing Session.  

All proceeds go into the AAEYC Scholarship Fund. 
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Saturday: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Saturday, January 27th   8:00-10:00 

Teachers Established  
& 

Experienced 
Professionals 

Adult 
Learners 

Introducing the Alaska SEED Trainer & Training 
Approval System 

Alaska will join approximately 25 states that have imple-
mented a statewide Trainer Approval System and approxi-
mately 20 states that have a Training Approval System as an 
integral component(s) of their early childhood and school-
age professional development system. 

Alaska's statewide professional development system known 
as SEED (System for Early Education and Development) will 
be implementing the Alaska SEED Trainer and Training 
Approval System. This will be an informational session with 
time for questions and discussion covering topics such as: 
What is a Trainer and Training Approval System? What does 
the SEED hope to accomplish by implementing a Trainer and 
Training Approval system? What does this mean for me if I 
have been providing training for early childhood and/or 
school-age professionals? What are the requirements to 
become a SEED-approved Trainer or to get my training or 
coursework approved? 

Panu Lucier, 
SEED Director,   

SEED, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

plucier@threadalaska.org  

Maria Victoria Cortina, 
System Development  

Coordinator, 
SEED, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
mcortina@threadalaska.org 

50 Katmai 

Physical  
Environment 

Across  
Levels 

All 
Disaster and Evacuation Planning 

Come join Child Care Licensing for a provider chat on  
Disaster and Evacuation planning. 

Lewis Watson, 
Community Care Licensing Specialist, 

Child Care Program Office, 
State of Alaska,  

Anchorage, Alaska 
Lewis.watson@alaska.gov 

Renee White, 
Lead Child Care Licensing Specialist, 

Child Care Licensing,  
Municipality of Anchorage, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
whiterm@muni.org 

50 King  
Salmon 

Teaching Across 
Levels 

Birth-3, 
3-5 

Interventions & Strategies for Teaching Young 
Children with Hearing Loss 

There are many interventions and strategies that you can 
implement in your classroom, home, or childcare for children 
with hearing loss. From accommodations or modifications to 
environmental considerations, there are many ways to enrich 
a child‛s learning experience as a caregiver or teacher. Come 
to this presentation to learn more about the basics of hear-
ing loss, assistive technology, visual strategies, classroom set
-up, verbal interventions, listening games, etc. All this 
knowledge will help programs to deliver developmentally 
appropriate early intervention supports for young children 
with hearing loss. 

Lindsey Hartman, 
Developmental Therapist/Teacher of 

the Deaf & Hard of Hearing, 
Programs for Infants & Children, Inc. 

(PIC), 
Anchorage, Alaska 
lhartman@picak.org  

50 Iliamna 

Curriculum Across 
Levels 

All 
Science Safari 

This session provides educators with the key to a successful 
children’s science curriculum – keeping it simple!  Designed 
for educators of early learners aged 3-5 years.  You will 
learn:  How to relate science concepts to children’s everyday 
experiences; Strategies for making the scientific method 
accessible to early learners; method accessible to early learn-
ers; Exciting, hands-on activities that focus on the five sens-
es, our bodies, color and cause and effect. 

Brian Kenneweg, 
AK & WA Regional Manager, 
Lakeshore Learning Materials, 

Carson, California 
bkenneweg@lakeshorelearning.com  

40 Aspen 
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Saturday: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Saturday, January 27th   8:00-10:00 (continued) 

Health Across  
Levels 

All 
Mindful Life Balance 

Come to refuel, reduce fatigue and learn to bring more 
positivity to your workplace and, after work. We will discuss 
how to manage time, stress, devices, distractions and focus 
more on healthy living. You will learn ways to work more 
productively, control demands, be more engaged in your 
classroom and staff and think more optimistic while activat-
ing the most gratifying life. 

Vanessa Plourde-Smith, 
Professional Development Specialist, 

thread, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

vsmith@threadalaska.org  

40 Spruce 

Relationships Across Levels Across 
Age/ 
Grade 
Spans 

NVC 101 

This workshop will introduce a revolutionary way of thinking 
and speaking that is being used around the world to bring 
peace and connection to personal, professional and interna-
tional relationships.  Learn about this new generation of 
human connection and peacemaking skills, known as “NVC”, 
non-violent communication, that’s changing the way we 
think about conflict, compassion and our future.  Get some 
personal growth, hope and profound fun.  This workshop will 
include an interactive introduction followed by reflective 
exercises. 

Samuel Ohana, 
NVC Facilitator, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
Samuel.Ohana9@gmail.com 

Christina Eubanks, 
Director, 

Hillcrest Children’s Center, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

hillcrestak@gmail.com  

40 Birch 

Curriculum Across  
Levels 

All 
Harvest for Healthy Kids: A Farm to Preschool  
Curriculum 

Preschoolers playing with parsnips? WHAT? Welcome to 
Harvest for Healthy Kids: A Farm to Preschool Curriculum, 
where exploration, discovery and experiencing fresh produce 
is what it’s all about! We will reflect on our own early food 
experiences, and explore the development of preferred tastes 
in young children. Using activities from the free on-line HHK 
kits, we will build a foundation that supports infants, toddlers, 
preschoolers and their families on their journey toward incor-
porating more produce into their meals. Together, let’s help 
this next generation thrive with healthier eating, right now! 
To learn more visit: http://www.harvestforhealthykids.org/ 

This session is a repeat of Friday’s presentation that was in 
the Denali Room, 1:30-4:45. 

Roberta Recken, 
Site Manager, 

MHCC Head Start/Early Head Start, 
Portland, Oregon 

Roberta.Recken@mhcc.edu 

DyLynn Robertson, 
Education Specialist, 

MHCC Early Head Start 
Portland, Oregon 

DyLynn.Robertson@mhcc.edu 

50 Willow 

Relationships Across 
Levels 

All 
Where the Wild Things Grow 

In this workshop, Italian Inspiration meets outdoor educa-
tion.  We will begin by exploring the guiding principles of 
the world renowned Reggio Emilia Approach and reflect on 
how to use these values to renew your practice and revitalize 
your program.  The latter half of the workshop will focus on 
the resonating benefits of getting young children outside 
and into nature.  You will collect ideas and inspiration on 
how to easily integrate nature-based education into your 
program through goal setting and creating connections 
within your classroom and community. 

Sarah Phillips, 
Founder, Everyday Explorers, 

Cordova, Alaska 
sarah@everyday-explorers.com  

50 Fireweed 

The Anchorage AEYC Board and Conference Committee 
are looking for professionals in the field  

who are interested in serving on our board and committees.  

Please stop by the Anchorage AEYC Membership  
room to talk to a board or committee member  

or send an e-mail to anchorageaeyc@mtaonline.net  
to see how you can get involved!   
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 Saturday: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Saturday, January 27th   8:00-10:00 

 
Curriculum 

 
Across 
Levels 

 
3-5 

Make it Math, Make it Fun!              
 
This "make & take" session will focus on how to make Math 
fun for you and your students. You will also discover how to 
incorporate Math throughout the classroom and why it is 
important to include opportunities for children to learn Math 
skills while engaged in play. 
 
Participants will be making math games that engage children 
while learning basic math concepts, including Number Sense 
& Operations (numbers & counting) Measurement (size, 
height, weight & length), and Properties of Ordering (sort, 
classify, & organize objects). 
 
Come share with and learn from other workshop attendees 
how "found objects" and recyclable materials can add an-
other dimension of fun and learning to any classroom envi-
ronment. 
 
Limited to 30 attendees,   This session is a repeat of  
Thursdays, 1:30-3:00 session in the Lupine Room. 

 
Jane Parkhurst, 

Teacher, 
St. Mary’s Creative Playschool, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
jparkhurst@alaska.net  

 
30 

 
Lupine 

Saturday, January 27th   10:15-12:15 

 
Curriculum 

 
Across 
Levels 

 
5-8 

Making and Tinkering:  Integrating the Arts into  
Your Curriculum 
 
Come learn about “making and tinkering” in the early child-
hood classroom.  We will explore ways to integrate the arts 
into your curriculum. 
 
This session is a repeat of Friday’s 3:15-4:45 session in the 
Aspen Room. 

 
Hilary Seitz, 

Professor of Early Childhood, 
UAA, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
hjseitz@alaska.edu 

 
Callie Akins, 

EC Student, UAA 
callieakins@gmail.com 

 
Kelsey K. Hernandez, 

UAA, EC Student, 
Hernandez.kelsey@gmail.com 

 
50 

 
Katmai 

 
Relationships 

 
Across 
Levels 

 
Across 
Age 

Grade 
Spans 

Trauma, Miracles, Advocacy, Empathy—the 
Journey of Strong Leaders 
 
We want the leaders of tomorrow to be strong advocates of 
all cultures and groups; a world that recognizes and values 
the worth of others. Early years are the time to reach out to 
children to help guide them on a path to that world. A 
parent's story of 2 little girls surviving abuse and trauma; the 
miracle of finding each other; sharing their success and 
helping create success by building an empathic community 
around us. How they have grown and become advocates, 
even speaking to our nation are a testament to Early Child-
hood Learning. How it happened............... 

 
Shelly Vendetti-Vuckovich, 

Advocate for Disabled Children, 
Anchorage, Alaska 
vendettis@aol.com 

 
Cassandra Stalzer 

Special Education Advocate, 
Anchorage, Alaska  

Cassandra.stalzer@gmail.com 
 
 

 
50 

 
King 

Salmon 

 
Health 

 
Emerging 

Professionals 

 
Birth-3 

Supporting Lactation for Optimal Health of 
Young Children 
 
Over 90% of mothers in Alaska start out breastfeeding and 
they often desire to continue having their babies fed breast 
milk when they return to employment or school. This presen-
tation will tell what it takes to be a breastfeeding-friendly 
program, explain why breast milk feeding is important in a 
quality early childhood program, and give the most up-to 
date research on how to store, prepare, and feed the milk to 
a breastfed baby. 

 
Terriann Shell, BS, RN, IBCLC, FILCA 
Lactation Consultant & Registered 

Nurse, 
Alaska Regional & Mat-Su Regional 

Hospitals, 
Big Lake, Alaska 

TerriannShellRN@gmail.com 
 
 

 
50 

 
Iliamna 
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Saturday: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Saturday, January 27th    10:15-12:15 (Continued) 

Teaching Across  
Levels 

3-5 
Rethinking Circle Time and Storytelling:  
Interactive and Integrated 

We will be discussing ideas and techniques to make story time 
more interactive and hands-on, with a focus on building a 
deeper knowledge of how stories can be used to develop 
higher level thinking experiences. We will specifically look at 
techniques and ideas for incorporating our goals and objec-
tives into circle time. Handouts with the materials presented 
will be given, containing the books used, questions for each 
book, materials and visuals needed, as well as possible follow 
up activities. Our goal is to make circle time a quality learning 
time and meet the needs of the students. 

Rachel Ragula, 
AAEYC Board Member, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
wildcat1028@outlook.com  

50 Aspen 

Teaching Emerging 
Professionals 

Adult 
Learners 

What’s New at the U? 

There are some wonderful changes and additions to the Uni-
versity of Alaska Early Childhood Program, including access 
from anywhere and transfer credit for military modules.  Come 
look at one of the web courses, see some of the books and 
get some free promotional materials.  Learn how to apply for 
scholarship funds and save $40 when you declare your major 
in ECE.   

Patty Meritt, 
Professor of ECE,  

University of Alaska Fairbanks, 
Fairbanks, Alaska 

pameritt@alaska.edu  

40 Spruce 

Teachers Across 
Levels 

Across 
Age/ 
Grade 
Span 

LGBTQ+ and ME?  Why It Is Essential to Know 
Your Identity Alphabet 

NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct outlines our responsibility to 
children and families to recognize and value the individuality 
of each child’s identity and family structure.  This workshop 
will provide informative and reflective activities on our under-
standing of gender and sexual identity, so that we can ensure 
our practices make all children and families feel safe, wel-
comed and valued for who they are.   

Samuel Ohana, 
Board Member, 

Identity, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Samuel.Ohana9@gmail.com 

Christina Eubanks, 
Director, 

Hillcrest Children’s Center, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

hillcrestak@gmail.com  

40 Birch 

Health Across  
Levels 

Birth-3, 
3-5 

Wellness Guidelines for Alaska's Young Children: 
A Toolkit for Child Care Providers and Families 

Next to families, the child care setting has more influence on 
the health and weight of young children than any other envi-
ronment. The new "Wellness Guidelines for Alaska's Young 
Children" can help you provide a healthy environment that 
supports and encourages healthy eating, active play, and 
reduced screen time to help young children grow up at a 
healthy weight and develop healthy habits for life. These 
guidelines highlight obesity prevention "Caring for Our Chil-
dren" standards with tips for implementing the standards in 
the ECE setting, ideas for engaging families in wellness activi-
ties, and resources on wellness best practices and policies. 

This session is a repeat of Thursday’s presentation that was in 
the Willow Room, 1:30-3:00. 

Diane Peck, 
ECE Obesity Prevention Coordinator,  
Alaska Dept Health & Social Services, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
diane.peck@alaska.gov 

50 Willow 

Your opinion is important to us! 

The AAEYC Annual Conference Evaluation  
will be emailed to all registrants at the end of the conference. 
We look forward to reviewing your feedback and comments. 
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 Saturday: SESSIONS-AT-A-GLANCE 
NAEYC 

STANDARD 
LEVEL AGE  

GROUP 
WORKSHOP TITLE & DESCRIPTION PRESENTER(S) CAPACITY ROOM 

Saturday, January 27th    10:15-12:15 (Continued) 

 
Families 

 
Across 
Levels 

 
All 

Strong Parents Alaska—Promoting Protective 
Factors in Families 
 
This workshop will feature an overview of Strengthening Fami-
lies™ five Protective Factors.  Strengthening Families™ is a 
research-informed approach to increase family strengths, 
enhance child development and reduce the likelihood of child 
abuse and neglect.  The overarching goal is the promotion of 
child and family well-being.  It is based on engaging families, 
programs and communities in building five protective factors 
that help families succeed and thrive, even in the face of  risk 
and challenges.  A new program aimed at enhancing protec-
tive factors in parents—Strong Parents Alaska (SPA) will also 
be presented.  The SPA Facilitator Guide will be distributed at 
the end of the workshop. 

 
Tammy Sandoval, 

Director, 
Child Welfare Academy, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
tksandoval@alaska.edu 

 
Shirley Pittz, 

Pittz Consulting, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

shirley.pittz@gmail.com  

 
50 

 
Fireweed 

 
Relationships 

 
Across  
Levels 

 
Across 
Age 

Grade 
Spans 

Ways to Promote Grit, Resilience, and Problem 
Solving in Young Children 
 
Children who have strong problem solving skills are resilient, 
and exhibit large amounts of grit are shown to preform better 
in school and be more successful as adults.  This workshop will 
discuss a few ways you can encourage these skills in your 
classrooms and programs.  Come prepared for interactive 
activities and round table discussions. 

 
Veronica Pope, 

Teacher, 
St. Mary’s Creative Playschool, 

Anchorage, Alaska 
vpope178@gmail.com 

 
40 

 
Lupine 

 
Teaching 

 
Across 
Levels 

 
All 

" danzando me Divierto y Aprendo" 
 
La danza como parte de la historia de la humanidad, ha sido 
una de las primeras forma en que los pueblos conocían e 
interpretaban el mundo que les rodea; usando el lenguaje 
armonioso del cuerpo mostraban belleza y garbo causando 
admiración, de parte de los que danzaban, por todos los 
espectadores. 
 
Hoy por hoy, introduzcamos la práctica de las danzas cul-
turales a nuestros niños como un medio para generar destreza 
motoras, intelectuales and socio-emocionales. Animémoslo a 
reconocer y expresar sus emociones, sentimientos e identidad 
a través de movimientos corporales. Aplaudamos sus intentos 
y Fomentemos su autoestima festejando sus logros artísticos. 

 
Zuleika Sanchez, 

Bilingual Professional Development, 
Specialist, 

thread, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

zsanchez@threadalaska.org  
 

 
50 

 
Chart 

 
The 

Chart 
Room is 
located 
on the 
15th 
Floor 

 
West 
Tower 

Saturday, January 27th    1:15-4:45  CLOSING CELEBRATION, KEYNOTE & AWARDS! 

 
Aleutian 
Alaska 
Ball-

rooms 

 
 

  
 

                Showcasing Success!  Celebration, Keynote & Awards 
 
 

Keynote:  Making An Impact—Key Strategies and Inspirational Stories to 
Guide Your Leadership Journey! 

Susan MacDonald, our keynote speaker, will provide us with specific 
strategies designed to support the development of leadership skills 
in teachers and administrators.  Leaders from the early childhood 
field in Alaska will share their stories and strategies that have 
shaped their own unique leadership journeys.  You will leave in-
spired to be intentional and engaged in bringing new leadership 
strategies to your daily work with children, teachers, parents and 
your community.  
 

Keynote will be followed by Honoring Excellence Awards & Door Prizes!  Please join us! 



Providing a head 
start to Alaska’s 

families who need it 
most since 1989. 

Delivering  
services to children 
and families in core 

areas of early 
learning, health, and 

family well-being 
while engaging 

parents as partners 
every step of the 

way. 

Preparing Alaska’s 
most vulnerable 

young children to 
succeed and school 
and in life beyond 

school. 

Visit our website to 
see how you can 

make a difference. 
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Exhibit Hours: 
Thursday         7:30 am-4:45 pm 

Friday            7:30 am-4:45 pm 

Saturday         7:30 am-4:45 pm 

 Joy’s Jewels by Paparazzi 
 
Alfe J Tucker  
Phone:  (707) 685-6470  
E-mail:  alfejoy70@gmail.com 

Anchorage AEYC 
 
Wade Bertrand, President 
Phone:  (907) 696-5884 
Email:  anchorageaeyc@mtaonline.net 
Web Site:  www.anchorageaeyc.org  

Kaplan 
 
Pam Tester 
Phone:  (800) 334-2014, ext 6122 
E-mail:  ptester@kaplanco.com 
Web Site:  www.kaplanco.com  

Arctic Mermaids Studios     
 
Melody Beachem 
Phone:  (913) 704-9784 
Email:  arcticmermaidsstudio@gmail.com  
 

Special Education Service Agency & 
Alaska Autism Resource Center 
 
Tara Maltby & Aimee Smith 
Email:  tmaltby@sesa.org  
Phone:  (907) 334-1313 
Website:  www.sesa.org & www.alaskaarc.org  

Behavior Matters 
 
Rebeka Edge 
Phone:  (907) 726-5330 
E-mail:  behaviormatters@gmail.com 
Web Site:  www.behaviormattersllc.com  

thread 
 
Stephanie Berglund, CEO 
Phone:  (907) 265-3100 
Email:  info@threadalaska.org  
Web Site:  www.threadalaska.org  

Madera Ventures 
 
Eddie Wood 
Phone:  (907) 235-6160 
E-mail:  rumbalaska@yahoo.com 

UAF Community & Technical College— 
Early Childhood  Education 
 
Kelly Jo Peissner 
Phone:  (907) 455-2842 
E-mail:  Kjpeissner@alaska.edu 
Website:  www.ctc.uaf.edu/programs/early-childhood-education/ 

Grand Canyon University  
 
Roger Porter 
Phone:  (602) 639-8217 
Website:  www.gcu.edu/vdc/roger.porter 

 

Alaska Public Media—PBS KIDS 
 
Linda Isaac & Jessica Stugelmayer 
Phone:  (907) 550-8423 
Web Site:  www.alaskapublic.org/kid 

Lakeshore 
 
Brian Kenneweg 
Phone:  1-800-421-5354 
Email:  bkenneweg@lakeshorelearning.com 
Web Site:  www.lakeshorelearning.com 

Best Beginnings 
 
Abbe Hensley, Executive Director 
Phone:  (907) 297-3300 
E-mail:  info@bestbeginingsalaska.org  
Web Site:  BestBeginningsAlaska.org  

University of Alaska Anchorage   
College of Education 
 
Carrie Ziokowski & Louisa Hayes 
Phone:  (907) 786-4516 
E-mail: cbziolkowski@alaska.edu  
Web Site:  www.uaa.alaska.edu/COE 

 
  

To all the Exhibitors who joined us this year. 
 

AAEYC appreciates your support. 
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1. Amazon 
 * Go to http://smile.amazon.com/ to start your Amazon Shopping process.   
                  Enter “Anchorage Association for the Education of Young Children” in the “pick your own charitable organization”  
                              space to choose Anchorage AEYC. 
 

2. Bagoy’s Florist Helping Hands 
 * Through Bagoy’s Helping Hands program, you can elect to have $5.00 of each online purchase donated to Anchorage 
     AEYC  by selecting it from the Helping Hands menu on the order page.  Visit:  www.bagoys.com 
 

3.    Fred Meyers 
            * Help Anchorage AEYC Earn Donations Just By Shopping with Your Fred Meyer rewards Card! 
 
 Fred Meyer is once again in 2018 donating $2.5 million per year to non-profits in Alaska based on where their customers 
 tell them to give.  You must sign up annually!  Here’s how the program works: 

1. Sign up for the Community Rewards program by linking your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to Anchorage Assn. for the Education of Young Children at 

www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards. You can search for us by our name or by our non-profit number #92524. 
2. Then, every time you shop and use your Rewards Card, you are helping Anchorage AEYC earn a donation! 
3. You still earn your Rewards Points, Fuel Points, and Rebates, just as you do today. 
4. If you do not have an Rewards Card, they are available at the Customer Service Desk at any Fred Meyers Store. 
5. For additional information visit:  www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards 

 
 

Thanks for supporting Anchorage AEYC! 

NOTES: 
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Printing by Alaska Laser Printing and Mailing Services (907) 561-8000 
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Room 

Registration Desk 

 

Hilton Anchorage—Main Level 

Name: _____________________________ 

Don’t leave home  
without this program & 

your name badge! 
    

Your name badge  
allows you into sessions and 

lunch! 


